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Ty Simmons, Warrant Officer, W1, United States 
Army 189th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter), 
APO 96494
Awarded: 		  Silver Star
Date of service: 	 24 April 1970
Theatre: 		  Republic of Vietnam

Authority:	 By direction of the President under the provisions of the Act of Congress, approved 9 July 1918, 
AR 672-5-1 and US ARV Reg 672-1, dated 1 July 1969.	

Reason:	 For gallantry in action in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed 
hostile force: Warrant Officer Simmons distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions while serving 
as pilot of a helicopter transport during a combat assault mission. The lead ship was shot down in the landing 
zone with the downed crew in heavy contact with the enemy and with one man wounded. Warrant Officer 
Simmons volunteered to go into the hostile landing zone to extract them.

 Making a low level pass at high speed, his aircraft still received several hits from automatic weapons fire, 
rockets and mortars, because he had to hold his aircraft at a hover and wait for the crew as they battled their 
way towards the ship. Upon departing the steep hillside, Warrant Officer Simmons had to use every bit of his 
knowledge and experience to evade the enemy fire. His complete disregard for his own personal safety and 
his devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit 
upon himself, his unit and the United States Army 

Membership Report
August 2011
 
 Our current VVA membership total is 404.  Please 
welcome our newest LIFE members:  Barry Schmelzer 
and Bob Groene.  Welcome Aboard For Life!

We also suffered the loss of two VVA members 
recently:  Michael Leemans of East Moline, IL and Dale 
Willhite of Sherrard, IL.  Our deepest sympathy and 
condolences go out to both families for their loss.
     
AVVA Chapter 299 now has a total of 42 Associate 
members.  Way to go, folks 
Last, if your membership card needs replaced for 
whatever reason, please call me at (309) 788 2729.
Thank you.
                                                           
Respectfully, 
Larry Tschappat, Membership Chairman

Navajo Nation Mourns 
Passing of Code Talker
WINDOW ROCK - Joe Morris Sr., a member of the 
Navajo Code Talkers who confounded the Japanese 
during World War II by transmitting messages in their 
native language, has died. He was 85.
Navajo Nation officials in Arizona say Morris died 
Sunday from undisclosed health complications in 
Riverside, California.
Tribal President Ben Shelly on Wednesday ordered 
flags on the Navajo Nation to be flown at half-staff 
until Friday in honor of Morris, who lived in Indian 
Wells.
Morris joined the Marines in 1944 along with 420 
other Navajo Code Talkers. He served with the 6th 
Marine Division 22nd Regiment in Guadalcanal, Guam, 
Saipan, Okinawa, Tsingtao and China until he was 
honorably discharged in 1946.
Morris is survived by his wife, Charlotte, three children 
and three grandchildren. His funeral is scheduled 
Monday in Riverside.  

 Submitted by Andy Andersen
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 Allegiance and a moment of 
silence for our fallen and missing 
brothers. Thirty-eight members 
were present.
President Katherman requested 
a motion to accept the May and 
June Board and Membership 
Minutes as printed in the most 
recent Shoulder to Shoulder 
Newsletter. Motion made, 
seconded and passed.
President John announced 
there will not be an August 
Membership meeting. 
Committee Reports
Membership – Larry Tschappat 
reports 405 current members.  
Barry Schmelzer is our most 
recent Life Member. 
Charity – Bob McSparin stated 
nothing to report.
Honor Guard – Andy Anderson 
reported they will appear at 
the Iowa American Legion State 
Convention.  They have served 
10 funerals and received $1000 
in honorariums.  Upcoming 
events include: 7/26 QC Building 
Trades Council, 7/30 Bix and 
Flicks Car Show, 8/25 G.O.P. 
Picnic, 8/27 Silvis Parade, 9/4 
Grand Prix and 9/5 Labor Day 
Parade.  Jim Loveless discussed 
the upcoming trip to Milwaukee 
Brewers game on 7/31. Expenses 
will be approximately $800 travel 
plus meals.  Motion was made, 
seconded and passed that we 
allocate $800 for travel expenses 
for this trip.  
Vet2Vet – “Frenchy” Eaves 
reported a card is available for 
signing for the family of fellow 
member Mike Lehman who 
recently passed away.  August 
8th is the next Vet2Vet at 
1350 hrs. at Good Samaritan 

in Davenport.  President John 
spoke in praise of the good 
work that “Frenchy” and his 
volunteers do on their visits. 
Minorities – Jim Kerr read the 
letter that was sent to Oprah 
Winfrey from Representative 
Bobby Schilling requesting her 
appearance at the State NAACP 
Convention in Moline in October, 
to honor the only living Black 
Medal of Honor winner Clarence 
Sasser.
Golf Outing – President John 
reported all information is in the 
newsletter.  He has letters for 
potential Hole Sponsors.  There 
is a need for non-golfers to 
help with administrative duties 
that day.  Sign-up sheet will be 
available for this soon.
Treasurer’s Report – Terry 
Kramer reported total income 
of $4,659, reimbursement 
from National of $1902, total 
expenses of $6395 and balances 
of $21288 at the bank and a 
total for our assets of $125,567.  
Terry Kramer reported on 
expenses of license plate and 
registration for the Cooker, 
along with additional insurance 
coverage.  He has reviewed our 
insurance policy and been able 
to consolidate, improve coverage 
and reduce our overall cost for 
insurance. He also reported that 
Jumer’s has agreed to carry in 
their gift shop and sell for us 
the remainder of the numbered 
Blaser prints of the Baker Bridge.
Old Business
Hog Roaster – Ray Hamilton 
reported the Roaster was busy 
July 4th weekend and was in the 
parade and also at the Milan 
American Legion.  The new 

Roaster has improved the time 
for preparation. Potential event 
at Sivyer Steel on August 27th 
to serve 1300 people initiated a 
conversation on the dire need 
for additional volunteers.  This 
year’s events have relied on a 
core group of about 6 people. 
The AVVA has stepped up and 
we are paying them for their 
help.  In order to keep our 
commitments and grow our 
fundraising, we need more 
people to step up and help or 
we’ll need to consider dropping 
this next year and selling the 
Roaster.  Please respond to Ray 
to be put on a list to help.
Honor Express – A donation 
was received of $250.  Nothing 
additional currently to report. 
National Convention – 
Bob Segura is going to 
the Convention as a 10th 
Representative of 299.
New Business
Labor Day W/E Volunteers – 
Bob Jackson is again in need of 
volunteers to bring out and put 
away the items for the Grand 
Prix Races.  Please contact Bob 
(309)781-8190 if you can donate 
4 hours of labor that will be 
reimbursed to our Chapter.  The 
times are 800 – 1200 hrs. August 
31st and Sept. 1st setup and 
Sept. 6 & 7 put away. 
Award Ceremony – John Baker 
will be helping 299 present 
Certificates of Appreciation to 
the Trade Unions, Companies 
and individuals who helped 
us construct the John Baker 
Memorial at Jumer’s.  The 
ceremony will be Tuesday, July 
25th at 1000 hrs. at the Building 
Trades Council offices.

Bill Albracht – Bill is looking for 
Vets who have received the 
Combat Infantry Badge.  He is 
trying to start a Chapter in the 
Quad Cities.  Please contact Bill.
Bob Groene – Bob presented 
an idea for a shotgun shooting 
fundraiser to be held next 
year at the Sportsman’s Shoot 
in Calona.  After discussion, 
President John asked Bob to 
form a Committee and present 
the idea to the Board of 
Directors in the future. 
Good of the Order
It was reported that Jane Fonda 
was removed from the QVC sale 
site.  Korean Vets are now being 
accepted for the Honor Flights 
to D.C.  Lowe’s and Home Depot 
provide a 10% discount when 
a Veteran ID is presented.  This 
may or may not apply to sale 
items.  Dennis Laird reported 
on a chance meeting with a 
Vet who Dennis saw with his 
head hanging down. A simple 
“welcome home, brother” from 
Dennis raised the Vet’s spirits.  
He said no one had ever said 
that to him.  We can all learn 
a lesson from this and look for 
those Vets who we can help 
make a difference with some 
encouraging words.
It was announced that Richie 
Lopez recently passed away.  
Bob Groene won the drawing 
for $25 and donated it back to 
the Honor express.  Bob also 
won the drawing for 50/50 Life 
Membership.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Roman, Secretary 

Silver Star Citation: Ed Willhouse, U.S. Army
For gallantry in action involving 
close combat against an armed, 
hostile force in the Republic 
of Vietnam; Sgt. Willhouse 
distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous actions 
on 14 February, 1968 while 
serving as a Squad Leader with 
Company C, 4th Battalion, 38th 

Infantry on a reconnaissance in 
force mission in the Republic of 
Vietnam.  
Despite exposure to intense 
hostile fire, Sgt. Willhouse 
courageously led his squad 
toward the insurgent positions.  
When the friendly unit became 
pinned down and was ordered to 

seek a better defensive position, 
Sgt. Willhouse remained in the 
open to provide covering fire for 
his men as they moved to safety.  
Observing a wounded comrade 
lying exposed to hostile fire, Sgt. 
Willhouse valiantly retrieved the 
casualty from danger.  
Sgt. Willhouse’s extraordinary 

heroism in close combat 
against an armed hostile force 
is in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service 
and reflects great credit upon 
himself, the 9th Infantry Division 
and the United States Army.
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Thank You..For the great response!
After requesting volunteers for the Rock Island Grand Prix 
project the following list of members signed up to help.  These 
volunteers will help to bring a sizeable donation to our chapter.  
Schedules change and some may not be available to work 
when the dates arrive. If you are not listed please check your 
schedule and join us to complete this project as quickly as 
possible. 

Thank You again. 

8/31/2011				    9/1/2011
Ken Cook*			   Doug Holmgren*
Bill Albracht*			   Bill Albracht*
Ray Hamilton			   Jim Kerr*
Larry Tschappt			   Ron Roman
Bob McSparin*			   Jerry Polito
Andy Anderson			   Andy Anderson
Bob Brooks*			   Bob Brooks*
Bob Jackson			   Bob Jackson
Jerry Polito			   _+____________

9/6/2011		       	 9/7/2011
_+_____________		  Jim Kerr*
Terry Lynch			   Terry Lynch
Jerry Polito			   Jerry Polito
Paul Herrrera			   Andy Anderson*
Andy Anderson*		   _+___________
Doug Holmgren			  Bob Jackson
Bob Jackson			   Ken Cook*
Bob Brooks			   Bill Albracht*
Bob McSparin*			   _+____________

+ Volunteer still needed
*Available times and dates may change.  

If others find time to join us on these dates from 8AM to Noon, 
in the alley behind the old R.I. Argus Building 18th St. & 4th 
Ave. please Call Bob Jackson @ 309-781-8190.

HOG ROASTER VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED – IMPORTANT   
 
We have a Roast at Water Park Car Wash in Milan, 
August 20th at 10 AM..  VOLUNTEERS are desperately 
needed at 1:00 AM August 20th to make preparations 
for the 10AM Cook.  No Volunteers?  Chapter will have 
to pay someone to do the prep work.  

Please call Ray Hamilton at (309) 523-3259.

www.qcvva299.org
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Shoulder to Shoulder is brought to you each month by: 

BILL ALBRACHT & JIM LOVELESS NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS
SEAN MURPHY - CHAPTER WEBMASTER & NEWSLETTER Coordinator  

Jim Hixson; Managing Editor [ 309 ] 792-0068 e-mail = nxg211@qconline.com

Sgt. John F. Baker
His handshake was ironclad, 
his voice crisp. Medal of 
Honor recipient Sgt. John F. 
Baker U.S. Army retired wants 
desperately to make his latest 
mission a success.

“I do much of my work out of 
Fort Jackson, South Carolina,’’ 
Baker said Monday at Jumer’s 
Casino in Rock Island. The 
area’s only Medal of Honor 
recipient was in town to 
deliver Medal of Honor coin 
sets to those who helped 
bring the John F. Baker Bridge 
and veterans monument at 
Jumer’s, to life.

“I get a chance to talk with 
soldiers who are back in the 
United States after serving 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. I’m 
there to extend a hand, to 
listen to what they have to 
say, see how they are getting 
back into life after going 
overseas. Being a Medal of 
Honor recipient shows them I 
know and I understand.’’

A second later, Baker’s eyes 
widened and his voice grew 
more intense. “There is 
something that is eating at 
me,’’ he said. “The suicide 
rate among those who 
have served in Iraq and 

Afghanistan scares me. I’m 
worried about these kids. 
We -- all of us -- need to do 
something to help.’’

According to the Coalition for 
Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans 
website, a five-year research 
effort (2004-2009) led by the 
National Institute of Mental 
Health, identified categories 
of soldiers most at risk for 
suicide. 

It found:

-- The Army suicide rate has 
more than doubled since 
2004, from 10 to 22 per 
100,000 among active-duty 
soldiers, surpassing the rate 
for civilians of the same age 
and gender.

-- Suicide rates among men 
increased from 15 to 22 per 
100,000 when they deploy to 
Iraq or Afghanistan.

-- The suicide rate for female 
soldiers triples when they go 
to war, 15 per 100,000.

--There is an average of 10 
failed suicide attempts for 
each actual loss of life.

Speaking Monday to a large 
gathering of Vietnam War 

veterans, Baker said it’s time 
to reach out. He said it’s a 
simple method, and most 
often the best. He urged any 
veteran who comes across 
someone they know has 
served in Iraq or Afghanistan, 
to welcome them home and 
see how they are doing.

“Someone comes home and 
you know they have served, 
just stop and see how things 
are going,’’ Baker urged the 
veterans, adding that the 
86 living Medal of Honor 
recipients are dedicated to 
the issue.

“Get a name, make a call. 
We understand what they 
have been through. We 

understand what they face. 
If you have five minutes, 
give it to them, listen. If they 
want to talk, talk, but listen 
to them. It will go a long way. 
We can help.’’

Columnist John Marx can be 
reached at (309) 757-8388 or 
jmarx@qconline.com.

Left to right, Ray Hamilton, Mrs. Donnel Baker,  Sgt. John Baker 
[ ret.. ] Bill Albracht
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Honor Guard Events/Functions
 
Following is the list Honor Guard functions through 
September 5, 2011.  By the time this is published, 
some of the events may have already occurred.

07/26/11 – Presenting the Colors at the Quad 
Cities Building Trades recognition ceremony at the 
Plumbers –Pipefitters Local 25 union hall in Rock 
Island, IL.

07/30/11 – Presenting the Colors at the Bix 7 race 
in Davenport, IA. Presenting the Colors at the Flicks 
Car Show later that day.

07/31/11 – Presenting the Colors at a Milwaukee 
Brewers/Houston Astros baseball game in 
Milwaukee,  WI.	

08/06/11 – Presenting the Colors on Marin Luther 
King Day at the MLK building in Rock Island, IL. 

08/25/11 – Presenting the Colors at the G.O.P. 
Barbecue Picnic in Milan, IL. 

08/27/11 – Marching in the Silvis Moonlight 
Parade in Silvis, IL.

09/04/11 – Marching in the Rock Island Grand Prix 
parade and presenting the Colors for the Grand 
Prix In Rock Island, IL.

09/05/11 – Marching in the Labor Day Parade in 
Rock Island, IL.
		

STAND UP FOR STAND DOWN
It’s that time of year again.  It’s time to stand up for our 
fellow veterans who have not had it so good.  Over the 
past 4 years, our chapter has represented itself quite well 
in donating to the homeless and needy veterans in the 
area.  

This year,  we are asking that each member get involved 
by donating brand new or “gently” used shoes and/
or winter weather boots to the 5th annual “Shoes for 
Veterans” drive.  All sizes are needed.  The goal and 
mission is to issue each Quad City area homeless veteran 
a new set of properly fitting footwear.  

This footwear will be distributed at this year’s “Stand 
Down” from September 15th through September 17th 
at the Quad City Expo Center in Rock Island.  Coats and 
other winter apparel will be graciously accepted.  If 
everyone gets involved, we can really make a difference!  
So, get off your duffs and contact Jim Loveless at 
jloveless75@hotmail.com or (309)786-4260 with your 
donations.  

I will gather up these articles of brotherly love and 
respect and deliver them to the collection center at 
IowaWORKS Eastern Iowa, 902 W. Kimberly Road, suite 
51, Davenport, Iowa.  Thank you very much, in advance, 
for your participation. 

---Jim Loveless

Many Members have inquired about Bobby “2 
Spoons” Silver Star Citations.  2 Spoons’ Citations 

will be published in September.
Your Editors

www.qcvva299.org
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The Three Rifle Volleys at Military Funerals
The foundation for firing of 3 
volleys from a squad of riflemen, 
our Color Guards, to honor our 
Veterans is said to have its genesis 
from the large European, dynastic 
Armies that sounded 3 volleys to 
alert armies that the their dead 
had been removed from the field 
of battle.  The 3 volleys were fired 
in the air to alert the armies that 
the battle could resume.

The current Color Guards consist 
of a squad of odd numbers, 
usually 3 – 7 men.  Many people 
call the 3 rifle volleys a 21-gun 
salute.  Guns are not used to 
fire the volleys, rifles are.  A 
21-gun salute is reserved for 
Presidents or Heads of State.  Vice 
Presidents, Generals, Colonels 

receive lesser numbers of volleys 
in descending order, less than 21.  

It is generally accepted today 
the 3 spent rounds represent 
Duty, Honor, Country and though 
technically illegal, 3 spent rounds, 
sometimes polished, are inserted 
into a fold in the Flag.  The 3 
volleys also represent a farewell 
and final salute to the Veteran 
who has faithfully served under 
the Flag that drapes his casket or 
remains.

All Members of the Armed Forces 
take an oath to uphold the 
Constitution.  That oath has no 
expiration date.
Taps is an American call 
composed the Union’s Army 

Brigadier General Daniel 
Butterfield in 1962.  Butterfield 
composed the tune to replace the 
“Tattoo”  [ lights out ], which he 
considered too formal.   

The sound soon became known 
as Taps since it was often tapped 
out on a drum in the absence of 
a Bugle. Before the year was out, 
the sounding of Taps became the 
practice in both Northern and 
Southern camps.  The U.S. Army 
officially adopted Taps in 1874.

MAVA MARCHES ON 4TH OF JULY AMVETS, EAST 
MOLINE, ILLINOIS PARADE

QCAVVA CHAPTER 299 MARCHES ON 4TH OF 
JULY, 2011 AMVETS / EAST MOLINE PARADE

www.qcvva299.org
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Helicopter Pilots part One
  Memories of the good ole days!
  It’s time to hear Joe again. Please 
excuse some of Joe’s off color language.
  He spent too much time around Army 
Aviators. 
  Subject: Joe Galloway’s talk - You are 
my brothers in arms
 given to the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots 
Association 
     “Thanks to all of you for giving me the 
honor of speaking to you. I 
 have got to tell you that looking out 
across this assemblage I must 
 confess: I haven’t seen this many bad 
boys collected in one location since 
 the last time I visited Leavenworth 
Prison.      
     When I first learned that I would be 
doing this gig I asked an 
 aviator buddy of mine what else I 
needed to know and he said, well, most 
 of you would be bringing your wives 
along that half of you were 
 so damn deaf that you couldn’t hear a 
word of what I was saying the 
 other half would be so damn drunk you 
couldn’t understand what I was 
 saying..... So I might just as well talk to 
the ladies 
 I have waited years to be able to share 
this story with so august a 
 group of aviator veterans as this: A few 
years ago I was at a large 
 official dinner and I was seated next to a 
nice lady who was the wife of a 
   two-star general. I knew the lady had 
two college- age daughters and I 
 also knew that one of them had been 
dating a Cavalry 
 lieutenant.......so I thought to make 
some polite conversation and I offered 
her my 
 condolences at her daughter’s choice of 
companionship. “Oh No!” the 
   general’s wife said. “He is a fine young 
man. Nothing wrong with him......and 
 at least he isn’t a god dam aviator!”      
     I just wanted you to know that your 
successors in the bizness 
 continue to win friends and influence 
people in high places. Before I go along 
 any further in this thing I need to ask 

you some questions: --Is there 
 anyone here who flew with the 1st 
Cavalry Division? The 229th? The 
   227th? How about the old 119th out of 
Holloway? Any Marine pilots who flew 
 them old CH-34 Shuddering 
Shithouses??? Now I know I am among 
close 
   friends......I know that old Ray Burns 
from Ganado, Texas, is here.....and 
  I have got to tell you a story about me 
and Ray that goes back to 
 October of 1965. Plei Me SF Camp was 
under siege by a regiment of North 
   Vietnamese regulars. I was trying to get 
in there.....like a fool......but 
   after an A1E and a B57 Canberra and 
one Huey had been shot down they 
   declared it a No-Fly Zone. So I was 
stomping up and down the flight line 
   at Holloway cussing......when I ran 
across Ray. He asked what the 
   problem was and I told him. He 
allowed as how he had been wanting to
   get a look at that situation and would 
give me a ride......
          I still have a picture I shot out the 
open door of Ray’s Huey. We are 
   doing a kind of corkscrew descent and 
the triangular berms and wire of 
   the camp below fill that doorway.....
along with the puffs of smoke from 
   the impacting mortar rounds inside the 
camp. Hell.....I can scare 
   myself bad just looking at that photo.      
     Well old Ray drops on in and I jump 
out....and the Yards boil out of 
   the trenches and toss a bunch of 
wounded in the door and Ray is pulling 
   pitch.....grinning......and giving me the 
bird. When the noise is gone 
   this sergeant major runs up: Sir, I don’t 
know who you are but Major 
   Beckwith wants to see you right away. I 
ask which one is the major and I 
   am informed he is the very big guy over 
there jumping up and down on 
   his hat. I go over slowly. The dialogue 
goes something like this: Who the 
   hell are you? A reporter. Son, I need 
everything in the god dam world 
   from food and ammo to water....to 

medevac......to reinforcements.....and 
   I wouldn’t mind a bottle of Jim 
Beam.......but what I do not need is a god 
dam reporter.
      And what has the Army in its wisdom 
delivered to me? Well....I got 
   news for you.....you ain’t a reporter no 
more; you are my new corner 
   machine gunner.” Ray.....I want to 
thank you for that ride.......wasn’t for 
   you and Chuck Oualline I wouldn’t have 
had half as much fun in Vietnam. 
   Hell.....every story anyone has about 
Vietnam starts and ends with a 
   helicopter......you guys were simply 
fantastic. Thank you all. Thank you 
   for every thing....large and small.      
     Now I guess I got to get down to 
bizness. All of you know that I have 
   spent most of the last forty years 
hanging out with the Infantry.....a 
   choice some folks view as perverse if 
not totally insane. But there was 
   always method in my madness: With 
the Infantry things happen close 
   enough that I can see what’s 
happening.....and slowly enough most 
times that even I can understand what 
I’m seeing. There’s just this one little 
   downside to my long experience with 
the Infantry:
  During that time I have personally been 
   bombed.....rocketed.....strafed..... and 
napalmed by the U.S. Air Force.....U.S. 
Navy......U.S. Marines.....and U.S. Army 
Aviation......as well as by the air forces of 
   South Vietnam.....Laos......Sri Lanka......
India......and Pakistan. Now I 
   don’t consider myself an inconsiderable 
target.....and wasn’t even back 
   when I could fit comfortably behind a 
palm tree......but here I 
   am....running my mouth.....nothing 
hurt beyond my dignity. Don’t get me 
wrong; I don’t hold any grudges against 
those gallant winged warriors. But 
   ever since the first time they attacked 
me and missed.....I have never 
   ever used the words “surgical bombing 
strike” in any story I ever wrote.

Continued Next Month
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CHAPTER THANKS MONUMENT SUPORTERS
On Tuesday, 26 July at the Plumbers 
& Pipefitters Union Hall on Blackhawk 
Road in Rock Island, our Chapter 
formally recognized all those that 
provided the labor, skill, material 
and equipment to construct the John 
Baker/VN Veteran Monument.  

As we gathered in the hall, there 
were a many as 60 people in 
attendance.  The Tri-City Building 
Trades was well represented as were 
the construction companies that 
supplied all aspects of the equipment 
and supplies needed to actually 
put the monument parts together.  
There were others who also played 
a role and all were recognized 
and presented with a matted and 
framed Chapter 299 Certificate of 
Appreciation by our own Medal of 
Honor recipient, John Baker.

The program was conducted by 
Ray Hamilton & Bill Albracht as our 
Chapter president was unable to 
attend.  Our Chapter Honor Guard 
posted the Colors and all joined in 
for the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
history of the “journey” to name 
the John Baker Bridge (formerly the 
I-280 Bridge) was recounted and IL 
Representative Pat Verschoore and IL 
Senator Mike Jacobs were singled out 
for their outstanding work in getting 
the bridge naming through the IL 
House & Senate and to the governor 
for signature. 

A representative from Congressman 
Schilling’s office spoke briefly and 
thanked all who helped in the project 
and presented Bill Renk from Jumer’s 
and Rory Washburn from the Trades, 
two American flags that were flown 
over the US Capital specifically for 
this presentation.  One flag will be 

flown at the monument at Jumers 
and one to be flown at the Trades 
office at the Plumbers & Pipefitters 
Hall. 

John Baker spoke from the heart 
and thanked all in attendance for 
the incredible honor that has been 
bestowed on not only him, but all 
Medal of Honor recipients and all 
veterans everywhere.  After the 
certificates were handed out, a 
presentation of the Baker Bridge 
Print was made to the Building Trades 
president, Rory Washburn.  The print 
will be displayed at the Hall and 

will be a reminder to all of the part 
that the Trades played in the Baker/
VN Vet Monument.  

 KJWW Engineering of RI, who 
provided the blueprints, planning 
and as well as the guidance for 
all engineering aspects of the 
monument, was honored at 
a separate presentation.  On 
Thursday John Baker presented 
their Certificate of Appreciation at 
their offices in a private ceremony.                                                                                                               
Bill Albracht
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