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MINUTES VVA299 BOARD MEETING – 13 SEPTEMBER 2011
MINUTES OF MEMBERSHIP MEETING – 20 SEPTEMBER 2011
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

Call to order by President John 
Katherman with the Pledge 
of Allegiance and a moment 
of silence for our fallen and 
missing brothers. 
Present were:  John 
Katherman, Jim Lavell, Ron 
Roman, Terry Kramer, Terry 
Lynch, Ray Hamilton, Jim 
Loveless, Paul “Frenchy” 
Eaves, Dennis Laird, Bob 
Brooks
Committee Reports
Membership – No Report
Charities – Bill Albracht 
submitted e-mail to the 
officers, re: remaining year’s 
donations. Ray Hamilton 
presented a letter from the 
Kiwanis Club requesting 
donation of $30 for a case 
of peanuts. Ray moved, 
“Frenchy” seconded, 
discussion followed. Motion 
passed.
Motion made by Ray Hamilton 
to limit any new donations 
through the end of the Fiscal 
Year to a cap of $50 per 
donation, seconded by Terry 
Lynch. Motion amended to 
a cap of $100 per donation. 
Motion passed. It was noted 
that previously approved 
items will not be affected.
Moved by “Frenchy”, 
seconded by Jim Lavell to 
donate $100 to Stand Down.  
Motion passed.
Moved by Terry Lynch, 
seconded by Ray Hamilton to 
donate $100 to NAMI.  Motion 
passed.

Honor Guard – Report by 
Dennis Laird on funerals 
and activities of the past 
few weeks. Upcoming 
events include:  Davenport 
Halloween Parade, Festival of 
Trees Parade and Davenport 
Veterans Day Parade.
Vet2Vet – Paul “Frenchy” 
Eaves reported the visit to 
Good Samaritan Home by 
Rudy Hernandez and Paul 
was very well received; their 
efforts were rewarded with 
the 1st ever standing ovation! 
Minorities – “Rocky” Bleier 
will be a speaker at the Illinois 
State NCAACP convention, 
sponsored by VVA Chapter 
299. A letter of “Thank You” 
from member Jim Kerr for our 
sponsorship was read to the 
Board. Luncheon and Speech 
are scheduled for Noon on 
Saturday, 15 October. 
Treasurer – Terry Kramer 
reported the August 
Financials. Please see 
Membership Meeting Minutes 
for details. 
Golf Outing – 32 teams 
were paid. There was some 
vandalism on political 
advertisement signs, which 
was uncalled for. We had very 
good participation from Hole 
Sponsors.  Final results will be 
reported at the Membership 
Meeting and in later Financial 
Reporting.  
Old Business 
Roaster – Ray Hamilton 
reported on a lot of activity, 
including Sivyer Steel and 

Water Park Carwash.  At the 
suggestion of a customer at 
Water Park, a Tip Jar was put 
up and the group collected 
over $600, in addition to 
the paid fees from Water 
Park sponsorship. Several 
events are scheduled the 
remainder of this fall.  AVVA 
has earned $731.97 for their 
much appreciated help.  In 
the future, we may need a 
different location for doing 
some of our food prep. Details 
to follow. 
National Convention – 
President John spoke on 
the trip to National being 
“time well spent”. Further 
comments in September’s STS 
under President’s Comments.
Veterans Day Dance – The 
following expenditures 
were approved for the 11 
November Dance:
Moved by “Frenchy”, 
seconded by Jim Lavell to 
approve $400 for advertising.  
Motion passed.
Moved by “Frenchy”, 
seconded by Terry Lynch to 
approve $400 for Coupe de 
Ville, with receipt of their 
contract. Motion passed.
Moved by “Frenchy”, 
seconded by Jim Lavell 
to spend up to $400 for 
advertising on Dwyer and 
Michaels show. Motion 
passed.
Moved by “Frenchy”, 
seconded by Jim Lavell to 
approve up to $150 for 
advertising posters for the 

Dance.  Motion approved.
Moved by “Frenchy”, 
seconded by Ray Hamilton to 
approve $200 for a keg for the 
Dance, with discretion of the 
President to purchase another 
one.  Motion passed.
Moved by Dennis Laird, 
seconded by Bob Brooks to 
approve expense of $50 to pay 
for a 3 year AVVA membership 
for a deserving individual who 
has been a selfless volunteer.  
Motion passed.
Question brought up by 
Terry Kramer as to the meals 
expense for the Honor Guard 
for the trip to the Brewers 
game.  Following some 
discussion, it was agreed to 
reimburse members on a per 
diem basis and so directed by 
the President.
For the Good of the Order 
– Catfish Fry coming up on 
October 7th at the DeWitt 
American Legion.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Ron Roman, Secretary 

MINUTES OF MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 
Meeting Called to Order by 
President John Katherman.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
followed by a moment of silence 
for our fallen Brothers and those 
who could not be with us. Thirty-
two members were present.
President’s Comments – John 
apologized for not having set up 
the reminder phone call.
Approval of Minutes – Bill 
Albracht moved that the 
Minutes for the July 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Membership meeting be 
approved. Motion was 
seconded and approved.
Bill Albracht announced that 
the STS Newsletter was delayed 
in production and was not 
available to members prior 
to tonight’s meeting. A brief 
discussion followed.
Committee Reports
Membership – No report (Larry 
out of town).  Andy Anderson 
introduced a new member, Jim 
Kirschbaum, a Navy veteran 
who served in Vietnam. 
President John introduced John 
Hiberling, an Army veteran who 
served in Korea.
Charity – Bill Albracht moved 
and Bob Brooks seconded we 
donate $30 to the Kiwanis 
Club for their peanut drive. 
Motion passed.  Bill moved and 
Bob Brooks seconded that we 
donate $100 for the Standown.  
Motion passed.  Moved by Bill 
and seconded by Terry Lynch 
that we donate $100 to NAMI 
(National Alliance on Mental 
Illness).  Motion passed.  Bill 
added that we need to watch 
our level of commitment 
for added donations for the 
remainder of this year, give our 
heavy commitment of $6000 
to the Illinois State NAACP 
Convention in Moline.
Honor Guard – Andy Anderson 
reported that since the July 
meeting they have done 10 
funerals.  Donations were 

turned in.  In addition, he 
turned in a check from the Rock 
Island Grand Prix for $100.  Jim 
Loveless recapped the Brewers 
trip, including the many 
“Thank You for your service” 
comments.  They also posed for 
several pictures with children 
and adults.
Vet2Vet – “Frenchy” Eaves 
reported on the successful visit 
at Davenport’s Good Samaritan. 
Upcoming Iowa City visit is Tues, 
November 22nd.
Minorities – Jim Kerr gave 
overview of plans for upcoming 
NAACP State Convention. 
Keynote speaker Rocky Bleier 
will appear at lunch on 10/15 
at the I-Wireless. Cost for Vets 
is $10, non-Vets is $20. The 
evening Dinner is $50, and 
there is a Prayer Breakfast 
Sunday morning.  Moved by Bill 
Albrecht that the Chapter buy 
a table for $200, seconded by 
Ray Hamilton. Discussion about 
who to invite, suggested that it 
be at the discretion of the Board 
on who to give the tickets to.  
Motion Passed.
Treasurer’s Report – Terry 
Kramer advised that August 
Income was $6669, Expenses 
of $2179 for a Net Income of 
$4449.  Account balances were:  
Bank - $21,551; Ford Money 
Market $8252; and Smith 
Barney $87370 for a total of 
$117,173.
Old Business
Golf Outing – Net of almost 

$8200, largest amount yet.  31 
Teams, many hole sponsors.  
One item to be worked on next 
year is the equalizing of prizes 
for the women.  Next year’s 
date is set for September 7th.
Hog Roaster – Brought in profits 
of $4000 between the Water 
Park Carwash and Sivyer Steel.
Honor Express – Bill Albracht 
advised to see item in 
September STS. Please read and 
comment.
National Convention – Report 
by Pete Sierra on convention, 
the distraction of it being in 
a casino and the ceremonies. 
Discussion on the future of 
the organization centered on 
four options for the “Last Man 
Stranding”.  Our Chapter will 
need to address this, as well, 
before the next convention.
Bob Jackson thanked the 
twenty-six volunteers 
who helped with bringing out 
and putting away the Grand Prix 
set-up supplies. A complete list 
of members to follow. 
New Business
Bill Albracht moved to 
appropriate $800 for Coupe 
de Ville for the Dance. Andy 
Anderson seconded, motion 
passed.  Bill moved to 
appropriate $600 for advertising 
for the Dance, seconded by 
“Frenchy” Eaves, motion 
passed.  Bill mentioned that 
Jumer’s is offering a discounted 
rate for rooms for the evening 
of our Dance, but they must be 

reserved prior to October 28th. 
Mention our Chapter & Dance 
to get the discount.
For the Good of the Order – 
The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame 
in Cleveland, OH. Offers a 
$5 discount on admission to 
Veterans. It never hurts to ask, 
and you may save some dinero 
($)!
John Katherman won the $25 
drawing and donated it back 
to the Honor Express.  Life 
Membership drawing was won 
my Don Fey.
Meeting adjourned at 2015 hrs.
Respectfully submitted,
Ron Roman, Secretary

AVVA REPORT – OCTOBER 2011

AVVA will have its monthly 
meeting on the 3rd Tuesday 
of each month.  Meet with 
us October 18, 2011 at the 
R.I. Arsenal Cafeteria.  AVVA 
encourages you to come to our 
Meeting with ideas to raise 
monies or donate goods for 
our Annual Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Basket Programs.  
Thank you
                    
Jeanette Laird – President AVVA 
Chapter 299

FROM SOLDIER TO SOLDIER, FASHION STATEMENT WITH A 
CONSCIENCE SURVIVAL / FRIENDSHIP / COMMITMENT

From Soldier To Soldier is a fund raising and awareness campaign.  
Significant proceeds will go to HOMES FOR OUR TROOPS and other 
organizations assisting wounded Veterans and their Families.
This designer version is based on the field version fashioned by 
soldiers with parachute cord.  The designer version has a sterling 
silver clasp shaped like a uniform button and is extremely tightly 
braided.
FROM SOLDIER TO SOLDIER bracelets are a powerful fundraiser 
in honor of Veterans and Made In the USA.  Four braid colors are 
available in Black, Navy Blue, Camouflage and Desert Sand.
Chapter 299 Member and former Army Ranger/ Vietnam, Roger

Peete is making these bracelets available 
to our Chapter at a price of $95.00. 
Contact Roger and order your bracelet 
at Expressions Jewelers, 1913 East Locust 
Street in Davenport or call him at 563-326-
1509.
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The proceeds from the ATV Raffle will be used to 
help offset the cost of sending Chapter delegates/
representatives to the VVA National Convention 
this summer in Reno, NV.

MR. TRIVIA RETURNS
Proceeds help fund the Chapter’s Annual Holiday Food 
Basket Program to help Veterans in need in the greater QCA 
Community.

Vietnam Veterans Trivia Night; Saturday January 28, 

Albracht For Senate Trivia Night; Saturday March 24, 2012 
Doors open at 5 PM. You may bring your own food, but 
drinks must be purchased. 
 
Where ? American Legion 1623 – 15th Street Moline, Illinois

NAVY SEAL QUOTE OF THE WEEK...  
POLITE AND TO THE POINT !!!! 

Dana Perrino ( Fox News) describing an interview she 
recently had with a Navy SEAL. After discussing all 
the countries he had been sent to, she asked if they 
had to learn several languages? 
His reply: 

“Oh no ma’am, we don’t go there to talk.” 

Submitted by President John Katherman

WWW.QCVVA299.ORG
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For information regarding donations to our auction, please contact
Mr. Bill Pinault at BillPinault@helpqcvets.org or contact the Silent

Auction Administrator at auctionadmin@helpqcvets.org

This auction is a coordinated event involving many Quad City area
Veterans organizations. Including the V.F.W., American Legions,

Vietnam Veterans of America, Marine Corps League, Mexican Ameri-
can Veterans Association, and the Patriot Guard Riders. Proceeds will
go to help fund projects like Honor Flight of the Quad Cities, the Bi-

Annual Stand Down for Homeless Veterans, Veterans Scholarship
Funds, the Wounded Warrior Program, Marines Helping Marines.

These and many other projects will be greatly enhanced by the pro-
ceeds generated from this online auction. Let's make this the best

year ever… and let our Vets know the Quad City community cares!

Online Auction Info

Auction Dates: 1 October thru 5 November 2011
Item Preview/Registration: 24 September 2011

Website: http://www.HelpQCVets.org

(Please Pass this Information along to your Family and Friends)

Our online auction is Open to the Public.
Our goal is to raise funds through this online auction to help our local
Veterans and their Families...  Your support can help us meet our goal.

(Bidding Officially Begins at 8:00am on 1 October 2011)

Participating QC Veterans Organizations

Vietnam Veterans of America #776 (Bett., IA)Marine Corps League - Illowa Det. 102 (IA - IL)

American Legion Post #26 (Dav. IA)

V. F. W. Post #9128 (Bett., IA)Mexican American Veterans Assn. #4 (Silvis, IL)

American Legion Post #154 (Bett., IA)

Patriot Guard Riders of the Quad Cities
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THE TRUE STORY OF ROBERT “JOCKO” GRAVES
This story begins during the icy night in December 1776 when 
General George Washington decided to cross the Delaware River to 
launch a surprise attack on the British forces at Trenton, New Jersey.

Robert Graves, a twelve year old African-American, sought to fight 
the Redcoats, but Washington deemed him too young and ordered 
him to look after the horses, asking Robert to keep a lantern blazing 
along the Delaware so the company would know where to return 
after battle.

Robert had crossed earlier with his father, Tom Graves who was 
among the sixty black volunteers in Washington’s immediate 
command.  The Colonials charged the Redcoats and the Hessians, 
routing the garrison, killing or capturing over 1,000 Royalists.  Only 
four Patriots died, two in battle and two frozen to death, Robert is 
considered one of the latter.

Many hours later, Washington and his men returned to their horses 
that were tied up by the young Graves.  Robert had frozen to death, 
the lantern still clenched in his fist.

Washington was so moved by Robert Graves’ act of courage and 
devotion to duty to the revolutionary cause he commissioned a 
statue of the “FAITHFUL GROOMSMAN” to stand in Graves’ honor 
at the General’s estate in Mount Vernon.

Over time, as Washington’s former 
troops paid homage to their General 
they took notice of the statue and had 
copies made for their own homes. By 
the time of the Civil War these statues 
could be found on plantations and 
farms throughout the new United 
States.  The Underground Railroad 
used these “Jocko” statues extensively.  
A green ribbon on his arm indicated 
safety and red ribbon, danger.  Like 
the North Star, these statues pointed 
to “safe houses” for slaves fleeing to 
freedom. 

Today, many regard the statue of the 
young, black child holding an outstretched arm with a ring in his 
hand as a derisive and unsavory caricature, a racial slur.  Nothing 
could be further from the truth. Too often, myth clouds truth, 
giving life to the lie.  JH

The symbol of America stands as 
a silent sentinel bearing witness 
to those that have fought for 
our flag. 

Taken at the National Cemetery 
in Minneapolis

Rock Island Gran Prix Volunteers [ Left to Right ] Ron 
Smith, Bill Albracht, Jim Kerr, Bob Jackson, Terry Lynch, 
Ray Hamilton and Jerry Polito
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In case you didn’t receive this 
email through your org boxes, 
I wanted to pass on an email 
below from a member of my 
former squadron.  He was one 
of 4 C-17s crews that flew the 
victims of the Chinook crash to 
Dover.  Gen Johns asked that I 
share this email with you.
 
v/r

SUBJECT: 
THOUGHTS ON A 
RECENT DAY AT 
WORK
 
I had an unforgettable day 
yesterday and wanted to share 
it with you.  I know we’ve all sat 
around and discussed in detail 
why we do what we do and if 
we will be willing to continue to 
do what we do day in and day 
out regardless of deployments, 
retirement decisions, job 
opportunities, missed birthdays, 
missed holidays, etc.  This is 
something I wanted to share 
and you were the people that 
came to mind.  It’s another 
reason I continue to serve.  I 
guess because many others do 
and sacrifice a lot more, some 
even their lives.
 
My crew was alerted yesterday 
to find that our mission had 
changed.   We were now 
a backup to a high priority 
mission originating from 
Afghanistan.  When I asked 
where we would be going the 
answer was “back to the states”.  
Later I learned our destination 
was Dover.
 
I was the aircraft commander 
for one of two C-17s that 
transferred the Chinook 
helicopter crash soldiers back 
home.  The crew that started 
this mission in Afghanistan 
would end up running out of 
crew duty day and need another 
crew to continue the soldier’s 

journey.  We just happened to 
be available.  After being alerted 
and going through our normal 
sequence, I found myself at the 
foot of the aircraft steps.
 
Before I took my first step 
upward I noticed a transfer 
case close to the door.  I had 
only seen one in pictures.  The 
American Flag was tucked 
smartly, folded and secured on 
top.  I paused at the bottom of 
the stairs, took a deep breath 
and continued up with my mind 
and eyes focusing on making it 
to the next ladder leading to the 
cockpit.  However, as I entered, 
I couldn’t help but notice the 
remaining nineteen transfer 
cases in the cargo compartment.  
The entire cargo compartment 
was filled with identical transfer 
cases with American Flags.  I 
made my way up to the cockpit 
and received a briefing from the 
previous aircraft commander.  
After the briefing we exchanged 
a handshake and the other pilot 
was on his way.
 
I felt a need to ensure the crew 
focused on their normal duties.  
I instructed the other two 
pilots to began the preflight.  I 
went back down into the cargo 
compartment to see what 
needed to be done and find 
the paperwork I needed to 
sign.  The cargo compartment 
was now filled with numerous 
people from the mortuary 
affairs squadron.  They were 
busy adjusting, resetting and 
overall preparing the cases for 
their continued flight.  Before 
they began I asked who was in 
charge because I knew there 
was paperwork I needed to sign.  
I finally found a Staff Sergeant 
who was working an issue with 
the paperwork.   After it was 
complete, he brought it up to 
the cockpit for me to review and 
sign.
 
There are moments in life I 
will never forget.  For me, it’s 
the days my son and daughter 

were born.  Another occurred 
five months ago when I had 
to deliver the unthinkable 
news to a mother that her son 
was killed in Afghanistan and 
although I didn’t anticipate 
another day like that this soon, 
yesterday was another.  I looked 
at the paperwork I was signing 
and realized the magnitude 
of the day.  I glanced over the 
paperwork and signed.  In a 
way, I felt I had taken ownership 
of these fallen soldiers.  It was 
now my duty to ensure they 
make it home.
 
After confirming the preflight 
was complete and the aircraft 
was fueled, I went outside 
to start my walk-around.  As 
I walked down the steps, a 
bus had parked in front of the 
aircraft and unloaded eleven 
passengers.  The passengers 
were fellow SEAL team 
members who were escorting 
the fallen back to the states.  I 
stood at the front of the aircraft 
and watched them board.  Every 
one of them walked off the bus 
with focus in their eyes and 
determination in their steps; 
just as I imagine they do when 
they go on a mission.  I made 
eye contact with the lead SEAL, 
nodded my head in respect and 
he nodded back.
 
Finishing my walk-around, I 
stopped at the bottom of the 
stairs.  I looked up into the cargo 
compartment; two American 
Flags and one SEAL Team Six 
flag hung from the top of the 
cargo compartment.  Of the 
three of twenty transfer cases 
visible one was draped with an 
American Flag and two with 
Afghan flags.  I looked up at my 
aircraft and saw, “United States 
Air Force” painted on the side 
and I stood trying to take it all 
in.  I wanted to make certain 
that I never forget these images, 
nor forget the faces of the 
SEALS, the smell of the cargo 
compartment or the sun slowly 
rising over the landscape.  It’s 

important that I don’t forget.  
We need to honor the dead, 
honor the sacrifice of the fallen.
 
I understand my role in getting 
these fallen soldiers home is 
insignificant compared to the 
lives they lived and the things 
they did for our country.  Most 
of it we will never know.  All I 
know is every American should 
see what I’ve seen.  Every 
American should see the bus 
loads of families as they exit 
the freeway headed for Dover 
AFB to reunite with their fallen 
or witness the amount of time, 
effort, people and equipment 
that go into ensuring our fallen 
have a honorable return.
 
The very next day we took the 
same aircraft back overseas.  
We had leveled the aircraft 
at our cruise altitude and I 
walked down to the cargo 
compartment.  No more 
American Flags hung from the 
ceiling.  All the transfer cases 
were gone.
 
Instead I watched a father lay 
with his son, cradled on his 
chest, on the same spot that 
only yesterday held a fallen 
soldier.  I watched a young girl, 
clutching a teddy bear, sleeping 
quietly where the fallen 
had lain.  I realized so many 
Americans have no idea where 
the fallen lay.
 
I’m honored to be one that 
does.

Submitted by Dan Johnson
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THE POPE & A US NAVY CPO 
Pope John Paul dies of old age and finds himself at the gates of 
Heaven at 0300. 
 
He knocks on the gate and a very sleepy-eyed watchman opens the 
gate and asks, “Waddyah want?” “I’m the recently deceased Pope 
and have done 68 years of godly works and thought I should check 
in here.” The watchman checks his clipboard and says, “I ain’t got 
no orders for you here. 
 
Just bring your stuff in and we’ll sort this out in the morning.” They 
go to an old WWII barracks, 3rd floor, open bay. All the bottom 
racks are taken and all empty lockers 
have no doors. The Pope stows his gear under a rack and climbs 
into an upper bunk. 
The next morning he awakens to sounds of cheering and clapping. 
He goes to 
the window and sees a flashy Jaguar convertible parading down the 
clouds from the golden headquarters building. 
 

The cloud walks are lined with saints and angels cheering and 
tossing confetti. In the back seat sits a Navy Chief; his chest covered 
in ribbons, a cigar in his mouth, 
a bottle of San Miguel beer in one hand, and his other arm around a 
voluptuous blonde Angel with magnificent halos. 

This sight disturbs the Pope and he runs downstairs to the Master-
at-Arms shack and says, “Hey, what gives? You put me, the Pope 
with 68 years of godly deeds, in an open bay barracks, while this 
Navy Chief, who must’ve committed every sin known and unknown 
to man is staying in a mansion on the hill and getting a hero’s 
welcome.  

How can this be?” 

The Master at Arms calmly looks up and says, “Hey, we get a Pope 
up here every 20 or 30 years, but we’ve NEVER had a Navy Chief 
before.”

TAPS  
 
I am sad to report that three longtime LIFE members have died:  
James ‘JC’ Parks passed away on 17 SEP 2011. ‘JC’ and I were 
drafted into the Army together on 7 OCT 1966.  He loved his 
motorcycles and was an early member of our Chapter.  

David Wardlow recently lost his long battle with cancer.  He died 
on 4 OCT 2011.  Dave was a proud Marine and was never afraid to 
speak his mind.

The third man was Robert Dryoel, who died on 15 APR 2011.  He 
was a WW II Navy veteran, and was one of our first AVVA members 
in 299.  Bob joined us to honor his late son, Donald Dryoel,who was 
killed in Vietnam on 23 APR 1966.  

All of them were a credit to our community, to our Chapter and 
they will be missed.
 
        Respectfully, Larry Tschappat  

WWW.QCVVA299.ORG
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SIXTH ANNUAL “WELCOME HOME” VETERANS DAY 
DANCE IS ON!!
As long as we live, it will be part of our life.  When we hear a song from our youth, we are 
transported back to another time.  Junior High, High School, Vietnam, College or maybe even 
your first kiss.  The music is Rock & Roll and the occasion is a day of honor and pay tribute to all 
who served – yes folks, it’s VETERANS DAY!  

WHEN:         Friday – 11 November, 2011 – Veterans Day
WHERE:       Jumer’s Casino & Hotel main ballroom (Hotel side-monument entrance)
TIME:           Doors open at 1700 hours – Live R&R music from 1900-2300 hours
TICKETS:      Go on sale at all QCA Hy-Vee stores starting 1 November.
PRICE:          $13 in advance and $15 at the door, but seriously – how can you put a price on 

a good time!
MUSIC:        Once again, back by popular demand – The Fabulous Coupe De Vile!!!  The Cadillac of  

Rock & Roll!
ALL ARE WELCOME:   The public is welcomed and encouraged (excluding Jane Fonda) to come be

a part of our special day!

Start spreading the word and get your friends and family to plan on being part of an evening of good music, good 
fun but most of all – the enjoyment of the camaraderie that is shared by all who served this great Nation.  We will 
remember and pay tribute to all in attendance and all who have passed.

Proceeds will go to fund the Chapter’s annual Holiday Food Basket Program that provides a wonderful meal to 
veterans and non-veteran families that are in need during the holiday season.

THE CELTIC GAMES
This year’s Celtic Games were once again supported 
by the VVA Chapter 299.  The Honor Guard again 
presented the Colors.  However, this year there was 
a bit of a twist.  Because of vacations and other 
duties by members of the Honor Guard, there were 
only a few who were able to represent the chapter.  
They were Bob Brooks and Dennis Johnson.  Since 
one was carrying the American flag and the other 
was carrying a Celtic flag, the usual rifle bearing 
guardsmen were replaced by sword bearing Celtic 

guardsmen.   Oh, there was one other modification.  
Since Dennis is a Scotsman, the bottom part of his 
uniform was replaced with his clan’s kilt.  But due 
to Bob’s and Dennis’ ingenuity, their function in 
the festivities was carried out without a hitch and 
with dignity and professionalism.   Thanks guys 
for representing  the chapter and upholding the 
tradition.  Great job!!
--Jim Loveless
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
AUGUST 2011
 
Our VVA Chapter currently has 395 members.  AVVA Chapter 
299 now has a total of 39 members. 
 
If you have any membership questions, need a new card, 
have an address change for yourself or another 
member, are NOT getting your Chapter newsletter and The 
Veteran magazine or want more information
about the our Chapter’s special $10 dues (1-yr only) program 
available to past, current and new members,
please contact me at (309) 788 2729. 
                                                           
Respectfully, 
Larry Tschappat, Membership Chairman

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
I want to start this 
month’s message with a 
BIG Thank You to all of 
you who helped make 
our 3rd annual VVA Golf 
Outing a Huge success.  
124 area golfers, including 
vets, non-vets, rookies 
and returnees, men and 
women, turned out for a 
beautiful day at Highland 
Springs to try to win prize 
money, contest prizes, 
including a new car from 
Courtesy Car City and a 
1 carat Diamond from 
Necker’s Jewelers and 
many more. 

More than 40 Hole 
Sponsors helped our 
chapter raise more than 
$8,000 that will be used 

to fund the many charities 
in which we are involved, 
including Vet-To-Vet and 
the upcoming Holiday 
Food Baskets program. As 
we have come to expect, 
the Hog Roast  Crew 
did an outstanding job 
providing the meal that 
followed the golf event.

Speaking of the afore 
mentioned crew, they 
continue to be on a 
mission to try to satisfy 
every stomach in the 
Quad Cities with not 
only their world famous 
“Pulled Pork” but also 
with “Baby Back Ribs” 
which have been added 
as an option. If you have 
not yet tried your hand 

at assisting at one of our 
Hog Roast events, you 
are missing a chance 
to sample some of the 
best cooking in the Quad 
Cities, providing there is 
any left! I recently showed 
up just to help clean up, 
and got a delicious lunch 
in the bargain! 
I would like to invite 
you all to the upcoming 
events that 299 has in 
store. On October 15th, 
we are sponsoring the 
veteran’s workshop and 
luncheon at the I-Wireless 
Center in Moline, in 
conjunction with the State 
NAACP Convention. 

On November 11, we are 
again featuring the music 

of “Coupe De Ville” at our 
Welcome Home Dance at 
Jumer’s Casino and Hotel, 
Rock Island. Doors open 
at 5:00.

We will also need lots of 
hands to help with the 
Holiday Basket Program. 
Please refer to the articles 
in this and future editions 
of STS for details about 
these events.

Respectfully,
John Katherman
President

VET 2 VET REPORT – 
OCTOBER 2011
In August we visited the Good Samaritan Home in 
Davenport, Iowa and spent time with the Veteran 
population there where we all had an enjoyable day. 
Please meet us Tuesday November 22nd, 2011 for a 7 
A.M. Breakfast at The Machine Shed.  We will leave for 
Iowa City [ VAMC ] to visit hospitalized Veterans and 
spread good cheer and show some friendship and love.

On November 24th, you will likely celebrate 
Thanksgiving with your Families.  If you remember 
the feeling of Thanksgivings or Christmases away 
from home or in the hospital, please join us and let 
our hospitalized Veterans know we do not forget 
them.   The benefit of the gift of your time helps the 
hospitalized and it helps your soul.  Please come 
November 22nd.            

Frenchy     
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