








VOLUME 25 ISSUE 12 SHOULDER TO SHOULDER [iE

“BOBBY MAC” MCSPARIN HAS BEEN THE “KEEPER OF THE DOOR”
FOR THE VETERANS DAY DANCE FOR 6 YEARS.
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ONE GREAT DAY! HONOR GUARD IN
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

VOLUME 25 ISSUE 12

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER

Bright and early on July
31, 2011, the chapter
Honor Guard and our
guests gathered at the
Johannes Bus Service
office to begin our trip
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin
to present the Colors at
the Milwaukee Brewers/
Houston Astros baseball
game.

We boarded the 27
passenger bus with flags,
rifles, coolers, and freshly
cleaned and pressed
uniforms that were to be
hung on a bar across the
back of the bus, which
the Johannes folks had
installed specifically for
our trip, until we reached
our destination. We
pulled out of the parking
lot at about 6:40am

and headed towards
Milwaukee.

It was a pretty smooth
and uneventful ride all
the way to Iron Skillet
Restaurant in Rochelle,
Illinois where we stopped
for a nice breakfast.
Some of the guys were
wearing veteran’s shirts,
so | don’t know if that
was the reason or if it

is the normal situation
for the staff at the
restaurant. But, we and
our guests were treated
very well .

After breakfast, we
again boarded the bus
and made our way for
Milwaukee.

Before reaching
Rochelle, we
had talked to
the bus driver
and found

out that her
husband is a
Vietnam veteran
also. Dennis Johnson
talked to her about her
husband and low and
behold, we may have

a new member to our
chapter.

Upon reaching
Milwaukee, the driver
threaded her way
through the game day
traffic and pulled into
the stadium parking lot
at about 11:30. Plenty
of time for us to gather
up our uniforms and
equipment and head for
the ball park entrance
gate where we were
met by a Brewers’ staff
member and given
instructions as to where
to change. We were led
to an air conditioned
staff locker room where
we could change into
our uniforms and stow
our gear until after our
function. We put our
clothes and things into
nice lockers and were

assured that everything
was secure.

After changing into our
uniforms, we then went
out to be greeted again
by the staff member for
further instructions. We
were given instructions
as to where we would
march and present the
Colors.

While awaiting for our
call, our group was
introduced to and talked
to by many other staff
members. One was a
Vietnam veteran himself.
This day at the park was
also Kids’ Day. So there
was a line of parents with
their children waiting

to be let into the game.
While waiting, some of
the parents and their
youngsters thanked us
for our service and some
even shook our hands.
Soon it was our turn

to present the Colors.
The staff person gave

us the go ahead and

we marched out to our
position in centerfield.
After the players were
introduced, the National
Anthem was played and
the Honor Guard
presented the Colors.

What a feeling
that was! After
the Colors had been
presented, we marched
off the field and changed
into our civvies, took our
uniforms out to the bus
and went back inside to
find our seats and watch
the game.

It was blistering hot

in the stands, so we
watched the game until
the seventh inning when
we boarded the bus again
and headed for home.

Let me say this about

the Milwaukee Brewers
organization. We were
treated with the utmost
respect and dignity by all
with whom we came into
contact.

That is especially true

of the young lady who
was in charge of events
that day and getting us
to where we should be.
She performed her duties
very personably and
professionally.
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We were also treated most admirably by
the fans who numbered between 30,000-
35,000 at game time when the Colors
were presented to the 41,738 fans who,
according to ESPN, filled the stadium to
99.6% capacity during the game.

| wish to thank the other Honor Guard
members, Steve Lowther, Leonard Peters,
Gary White, Dennis Johnson, Dennis
Laird, and Bob Brooks for doing such a
great job.

And our guests Marilyn White(Gary’s
wife), Carol Lowther(Steve’s wife), and
my two sons Brad and Kevin Loveless
for accompanying us and giving us their
support.

All of this together created ONE GREAT
DAY!

---Jim Loveless

A SALUTE FROM CHAPTER 299 TO DONNA OLIVER

Donna Oliver of Artistic Accents in Woodridge, lllinois donated the magnificent framework for the autographed
Rocky Bleier game jersey. The donation of time and expertise minimally amounts to a $400.00 donation. Her
kindness and charity to our Chapter need be recognized by all and in the event you or your Family need a special
item framed; please give Donna Oliver a call.

To contact Donna at Artistic Accents, the address is: 2715 — Jackson Drive, Woodridge, lllinois, 60517. Donna’s
telephone number is: [ 630 ] 964 — 9008 or visit her web site: www.artisticaccentsonline.com We guarantee you
will like what you see and her company is Veteran friendly and a service connected disabled Veteran business. Also
contact her via e-mail at; artat2715@comcast.net

Let’s ALL support they whom support Chapter 299 !
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Vietham Veterans of America - Quad City Chapter 299

Name Sex M F
Address Apt# Home# ()

City State Zip Work# ()

Sponsor VVA Membership Number

Eligibility for VVA Any person who served on Active Duty for 181 days or more, and was in country from 28 Feb

61 to 7 May 75, or served during the Vietham Era anywhere from 5 Aug 64 to 7 May 75. A copy of your DD214 must
Accompany this application.

ASSOCIATE (AVVA) Anyone not covered by the requirements for VVA Membership. To include family, friends,
and Veterans not eligible for VVA Membership. . iall
ip Special
$10.00 Membership 5P
Dues for VVA & AVVA 1 year, $ 0 3 years, $50.00 or also available is the Life Membership, $250.00 or

less depending on the applicants’s age. Life Membership - age 49 & under: $250 . Life Membership - age 50 - 55:
$225. Life Membership - age 56 - 60: $200. Life Membership - age 61 - 65: $175. Life Membership - age 66 & over:

$150. One year time payment plan $50.00 down and monthly $25.00 payments until paid.
*Any Questions? Call (309) 788-2729 (Membership Chairman) or (309) 788-VETS (8387)
Regular chapter meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month (except December) at 7:00 pm at the Rock Island

Arsenal Cafeteria. VISITORS WELCOME! COME CHECK US OUT BEFORE YOU JOIN!!

Send application, check, and a DD-214 copy to: VVA 299 PO Box 6076, Rock Island, IL 61204-6076



