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CHAPTER 299

NEW LOOK – SAME EXCELLENT 
SERVICE & VALUE
For those that are 
not aware, Darrell 
Reynolds, owner of 
Eriksen Chevrolet 
and Buick in Milan, 
IL, is Chapter 299’s 
largest benefactor.  
It started in 2006 
when we had 
very little money 
and big dreams.  
We wanted a 
Chapter web site and we needed 
a newsletter sponsor so we could 
expand from a couple page black 
& white newsletter to our award-
winning newsletter we have 
today.  Darrell Reynolds, a Vietnam 
Combat Marine, was approached 
by our then Chapter President.  
After the “pitch” was made, Darrell 
did his due diligence on who we 
were and what we were about.  
He committed to help us establish 
the web site and support our 
newsletter – Shoulder To Shoulder.  
Darrell has always been there 
for our Chapter in many ways for 
a variety of Chapter endeavors 
and needs.  Since that first day 
to the present, Darrell Reynolds 
has contributed generously on a 
monthly basis to our Chapter.  His 
proactivity has allowed us the 

freedom to continue our veteran 
and community work.

Recently, Eriksen Chevrolet & Buick 
has undergone major renovations 
both inside and out.  As you can 
see by the pictures, it has turned 
out to be a truly spectacular 
addition to the Quad Cities Area’s 
world of commerce.
We would ask all our membership 
and supporters to take an interest 
in all our Chapter sponsors and in 
this instance, Eriksen’s Chevrolet 
and Buick in Milan, Illinois.  Just 
remember – you can live in your 
car, but you cannot drive your 
house!  So stop in and check our 
Darrell’s new store and feel the 
magic on a new or a gently pre-
owned car! 

INSIDE: MINUTES AND MOTIONS; PAGE 2 • PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE; PAGE 8 • ARMY HERO AND NFL LEGEND; PAGE 9  • WWW.IGNORED LOSSES OF THE VIETNAM WAR - TAPS REPORT - UPCOMING EVENTS

“We sleep safely in our beds because rough men stand ready in the night to visit 
violence on those who would harm us.”George Orwell

QUAD CITIES CHAPTER 299  WWW.QCVVA299.ORG SEPTEMBER 2013
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CHARITIES COMMITTEE REPORT   
FY 2013   BUDGET $10,000
March
Jason’s Box/Gulf            $250
Rachel Roman - PPL            $200
March Total        $450

April
Children’s Therapy Center      $500
April Total    $500

May
Rock Island 1st Day Fund $300
QC Air-Immigrants        $200
RIHS Memorial Wall     $100
Child Abuse Council      $100
May Total      $700

June
Gary McDermott    $250
NAACP         $250
June Total         $500

July
 Humility of Mary   $400  
 Christian Care/Rescue    $400
 Alley Cats Boxing        $400
 Mid-America / H.Fink      $800
 July Total       $2,000

 August
 NAMI               $250
 August Total        $250   

FYTD Expended   $4,400      
Balance      $5,600

August 27, 2013 by Terry Lynch

AVVA 
MEETING
AVVA chapter meetings are held on the 
3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30pm at 
the Rock Island Arsenal cafeteria.  We 
would like for you to join us with your 
ideas and thoughts.  Come join us in 
parades, helping with hog roasts and 
other charity events along with the 
members of the VVA chapter.  We look 
forward to seeing you!  
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PRESIDENTIAL 
ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARDS
President Dan Carothers 
presented Presidential 
Achievement Awards to 
Jim Kerr, Joe Ramos and 
Larry Tschappat as founding 
Members of Quad Cities 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
– Chapter 299 in 1988. 

FREE LAND
Y Nguyen fought in the South 
Vietnamese Army.  He fought to 
keep South Vietnam free and stem 
the tide of communism that was 
being brutally imported by the 
insurgents from North Vietnam.  
He fought until he could fight no 
more.  When Saigon fell, he knew 
that he must take his family and 
run.  And run he did.  With his wife 
(as seen in the picture) and most 
of his immediate family he set sail 
with the other desperate “boat 
people” who would rather die at 
sea then live under the tyranny 
and oppression of communism.

After days and weeks at sea, 
suffering thirst, hunger and 
marauding pirates, they made 
it to land and eventually to the 
USA.  He was sponsored in the 
Quad Cities Area and it’s here he 
brought his family.  He learned the 
skill of a master fender and body 

man and when the time was right,  
he opened his body shop.  To pay 
tribute

 to his new home (of which he and 
his wife are now citizens) he called 
it  “FREE LAND” Auto Body Paint 
& Repair.  Free Land is located at 
2626-7th Avenue, Rock Island and 
if you stop by to say “Hi” expect 
a firm handshake and a heart felt 
“Thank you.”

As a sidebar, “Y” ‘s son and 
family still live in Vietnam and 
are trying desperately to join Y 
& his wife here in the USA.  Y’s 
son is needed to take over the 
business because Y, like the rest of 
us, is “getting long in the tooth”.  
Former Congressman Shilling and 
Congresswoman Bustos have tried 
and continue to try to reunite the 
family as they negotiate the 
minefield that is legal immigration.   

Chapter members Joe Murphy 
& Bill Albracht are working with 
Sheri Bustos in the fight to reunite 
Y’s family as well as RI Councilman 
Viren-Murphy.  Wish us well...      
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE-SEPTEMBER 2013
Passion-any powerful or compelling 
emotion or feeling.

Compassionate-a feeling of deep 
sympathy and sorrow for another 
who is stricken by misfortune 
accompanied by a strong desire to 
alleviate the suffering.

Chapter 299 Membership is made 
up of some of the most passionate 
and compassionate individuals I have 
had the privilege to meet and serve 
alongside for the past 25+ years.

If not for the true passion shown by 
our Members we would not have the 
diversified points of view that make 
us strong. Those passions came to 
the surface at the July Board meeting. 
Yes, it’s true I, as Chairman of the 
Board and President, walked out of 
a meeting. “After previous months 
of discussion it was decided by the 
BOD” [sic] = Board Of Directors “to 
approve a document that was, in 
my opinion, in conflict with portions 
of our Bylaws and conflicted with 
previously approved documents. I 
never stated during the meeting that 
I was resigning or leaving the Chapter. 
Each individual that was actually at 
the meeting is certainly entitled to 
their personal interpretation of what 
I was thinking. So far, nobody has 
asked me why I walked out.”

I considered resigning. I even stated 
those intentions in emails. That part 
of the “facts” in the “light of day” 
was true. Apparently there have been 
previous leaders throughout the VVA 
that have let their passions loose and 
made statements in the heat of the 
moment. That’s all that happened. 
After being encouraged by others to 
reconsider my actions, I did just that. 
No official 

resignation ever occurred. I did not 
call in the State Council. I do believe 
their actions minimized the negative 
effects on Chapter 299 that were 
being escalated by those in position 
at the Newsletter to advance their 
personal viewpoints. It was a lot 
easier to take the path of least 
resistance to create a crisis, where 
none existed, instead of following the 
Corporation (VVA National), Illinois 
State Council and Chapter procedures 
to file charges. “The personal abuses 
of the STS” [sic] = Shoulder To 
Shoulder editors – Jim Hixson, Bill 
Albracht, Jim Loveless “to advance 
awards and bypass procedures that 
are mandated are (use your own 
words here).”

Chapter 299 has rules and 
regulations, our laws, that govern and 
restrict how we conduct business. 
When taking the office as President 
you swear to uphold these principles 
and rules. Our Bylaws state very 
clearly that Event Planning Guides 
are to be used for annual, aggregate 
expenditures in excess of $800. It 

does not say, “if it’s convenient”, it 
means you must comply. To the best 
of my knowledge there were only 
two Event Planning Guides that came 
before Chapter 299 in the previous 
fiscal year. One was for Vet 2 Vet and 
one from me to build the Chapter 
icon known as the Catering Chinook. 
Somehow another $50,000 plus was 
spent without following these rules. 
I changed the old format to get in 
compliance with our Bylaws. Along 
the way I have put a lid on the cookie 
jar and thereby stopped the process 
that was “convenient”.  This has 
caused some agitation.

Here are some closing facts; 
1) Membership level is stable. 
There is no mass exodus.
2) Our volunteer base is at an 
all-time high. We have committees 
performing multiple events on the 
same day, sometimes in different 
states.
3) Our Chapter profile in the 
Quad City community is at stable, 
envious levels.
4) Our financial base and 
reporting abilities have never been 
higher.
5) The committees that 
completed Event planning Guides 
are working beautifully. Our Bylaws 
“work”.
6) We continue to participate at 
the State and National levels of our 
VVA organization.

Hope you all had a healthy Labor Day 
weekend and look forward to seeing 
you at the monthly meetings.

Your President,
Dan Carothers, Life Member 584

 



VOLUME 27 ISSUE 9          SHOULDER TO SHOULDER 5

CHAPTER 299 HONOR GUARD
2013 Upcoming Scheduled Events

September
21st -  Celtic Games Parade in Centennial Park in Davenport (12 noon start time)                                    
28th - N. A. M. I. Parade in Schweibert Park in Rock Island (9:45am start time)

October  
6th -  Presenting the Colors at the Chicago Bears game in Chicago (12 noon start time)              
31st -  Halloween Parade in Davenport (7pm start time)

November 
8th -  VVA Welcome Home Dance at Jumers Casino (7pm start time)                                           
11th -  Veterans Day Parade in Davenport (10am start time)                                                                                
16th -  Festival of Trees Parade in Davenport (11am start time)

Any and all Honor Guard members feel free to join us on those dates and times.  
Any and all non-members feel free to come watch and/or join in on the fun!

SICK BAY
Member Joe Hajny advises Chapter 299 that 
his cancer mass is now wrapped around 
the celiac artery which provides blood 
supply to the liver, spleen and stomach.  Joe 
will undergo surgery September 19, 2013 
in Peoria, Illinois and be hospitalized at 
minimum, two weeks.

Joe Hajny -  Room # to be established – 
Methodist Medical Center – 221 N.E. Glen Oak 
Avenue, Peoria, Illinois 61636  Home Address 
+ Joe – 109 Briar Court, Washington, Illinois 
61571-1905 

We encourage you send cards and keep Joe 
in your thoughts and prayers.  Joe sends us : 
“Peace, love, tie-dye – Joe Hajny – NAM Poet”

VET 2 VET REPORT 
SEPTEMBER 2013

Our last trip to VAMC [ Veterans Administration Medical 
Center ] was held on August 6, 2013.  We passed out 
playing cards, patriotic lapel pins and hats, hatpins and 
fresh fruit.  

Vet 2 Vet was able to visit the 4 Floors of the hospital but 
had to leave items on the 9th Floor to those, for medical 
reasons, were unable to participate in our program.

I want to thank our Vet @ Vet Volunteers: Rudy 
Hernandez, Tom Skorepa, Alan Larsen, Dave Tanner 
and Doug Holmgren.  Doug also served as our personal 
transportation chief during the past year.

In the event you are unable to travel long distances, we 
will be performing our Vet 2 Vet program locally during 
the autumn and winter months. 

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING FOR OUR VET 2 VET 
PROGRAM. – Vet 2 Vet Chairman – Paul “Frenchy” Eaves
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AN HONOR AND A PRIVILEGE
I recently had the honor 
and privilege to accompany 
roughly 160 patriotic men 
and women to Washington, 
D.C. to visit a number of 
impressive Memorials and 
Museums, including the 
WW2, Korean, and Vietnam 
War Memorials, the Lincoln 
Memorial, the changing of 
the guard at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier, and 
much more. We all wore 
interesting T- shirts which 
read: If You Can Read This, 
Thank a Teacher; If You Can 
Read This in English, Thank 
a Veteran .

It was an ”Honor Flight,” 
recognizing nearly 100 

World War 2 and Korean 
War veterans who were 
with us, all aged in their 
70’s to 90’s.  Assisting these 
honorees were perhaps 
60 “Guardians” who were 
mostly Vietnam - era 
veterans (including me).
When I signed up to 
participate I thought, what 
a wonderful opportunity to 
see these great memorials, 
with a group of nice 
people. Somewhere during 
the day it occurred to me 
that while the marble 
and sculptures of each 
venue were moving and 
inspirational, the real 
inspiration was the people 
to whom these tributes are 
dedicated! And, lucky me, 

I was traveling with some 
of the very people who 
inspired these monuments! 
Here’s a sampling of 
experiences of my fellow 
Honor Flight travelers: 

Ward was at Pearl Harbor, 
December 7, 1941 and 
experienced the horrors of 
Japan’s attack.

Bob was wounded, and 
also witnessed our Flag 
being “planted” (signifying 
victory) at Iwo Jima.   

Fred and Bud are the 
Korean War vets for 
whom I was “Guardian”. 
(Like good military folks, 
they looked out for me, 
too!) Fred’s M.O.S. was 

engineering support 
responsibilities, solving 
significant logistical 
challenges, such as 
relocating bridges and the 
like. Bud taught combat 
leadership—I can’t 
imagine the challenges of 
communicating with, and 
leading soldiers in night 
combat! 

Our group, like the 
military as a whole, was a 
cross- section of skills and 
backgrounds- capable, 
dedicated folks who 
sacrificed enormously in 
successfully protecting our 
People and our Principles. 
In my mind, the blending 
of all these diverse people 
and their skills creates a 

www.waterparkcarwash.com

"Satisfaction Guaranteed" 

Purchase of a Dinner Entree 
includes 1 house drink of your 

choice.  Present this coupon when 
ordering.

Compliments of  
Bud Canfield! 
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beautiful mosaic which I 
would title, “Freedom’s 
Guardians.”  

My Honor Flight 
experiences reinforced 
several long- held beliefs:  
1) Freedom is far from free. 
2) Our Constitution sets 
forth key principles of our 
Nation, and is an important 
ingredient in unlocking the 
creativity and productivity 
of our people, enabling our 

rise as the greatest Country 
ever known. 3) History has 
shown again and again that 
there are evil people in the 
world; bullies who would 
take our freedoms and 
impose their thinking upon 
us. 4) If talking to these 
bullies doesn’t stop them, 
a strong military is our 
“last resort” to protect our 
People and our Ideals.
At nearly every stop, I 
reflected not only on the 

past, but also attempted 
to envision our future. 
My conclusions are that 
core responsibilities of 
every American are:  1) To 
understand and to support 
our Constitution; 2) To 
elect politicians who really 
“live” their solemn oath 
to protect and defend the 
Constitution; 3) To support 
our military and, if need 
be, to participate in it.
I believe strongly that our 

Country’s future is very 
bright- if we fulfill these 
core responsibilities. 
Good luck to us (U. S.)!!

Jon Chapman 
Coal Valley       
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SHOULDER TO SHOULDER IS BROUGHT TO YOU EACH MONTH BY: 

BILL ALBRACHT & JIM LOVELESS NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS
SEAN MURPHY - CHAPTER WEBMASTER & NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR  

JIM HIXSON; MANAGING EDITOR [ 309 ] 792-0068 E-MAIL = NXG211@QCONLINE.COM

GOLD STAR MOTHERS CLUB
In 1918, Grace Darling SIebold lost her son, Lt. George Vaughn 
Siebold in combat during WWI.  Grace believed that she could use 
her intense grief to honor her son by helping others cope with 
the tragedies of war.  She organized a group for mothers of fallen 
soldiers and called them Gold Star Mothers, after the tradition of 
hanging service flags in windows decorated with a star for every 
family member in service. The living members were blue in color, 
those killed, were in gold. Grace was of the belief internalizing grief 
could cause untold suffering and connecting with others could help 
transform grief through compassion.

After 10 years planning, in June of 1928, twenty five mothers 
established The American Gold Star Mother’s Inc., in Washington 
D.C..
 
Today The American Gold Star Mothers remains active, providing 
care and support for families who have lost loved ones. They also 
continue to do volunteer work in V. A. hospitals across the country.  

Membership has broadened to include husbands of Gold Star 
Mothers as associate members and in 2012, President Barack Obama 
declared that September 30th be recognized as “Gold Star Mother’s 
and Family’s Day.” 

ILLINOIS SENATOR KIRK: IS ANYBODY THERE ?  
DOES ANYBODY CARE ?
Efforts by area veterans to have the 
U.S. Army review the Medal of Honor 
recommendation of Capt. (ret.) William 
Albracht, are well known throughout the 
area. Former Congressman Bobby Schilling 
started this effort. 

In May, the Illinois General Assembly and 
the City of Rock Island unanimously passed 
resolutions honoring Capt. Albracht for his 
heroic service in Vietnam.

Endorsements from local veteran 
organizations include: Vietnam Veterans 

of America Chapter 299; VVA Chapter 776; 
American Legion Post 246; VVA, Illinois 
State Council; VFW Posts 2153 and 8890; 
the Mexican American Veterans Association, 
and the VVA National Organization in 
Washington, D.C.

John Rowan, National President of the 
VVA personally sent a letter to Secretary of 
Defense Chuck Hagel, himself a Vietnam 
Veteran, requesting such a review be 
conducted.

These endorsements will be included in a 
package sent to the U.S. Army as part of the 
recent National Defense Authorization Act.

In December 2010, I sent computer disks 
containing 165 pages of documents to Sen. 
Mark Kirk’s office in Washington, D.C. Patrick 
Magnuson, a Kirk staffer, assured me that 
Sen. Kirk was reviewing the documents.

After 10 months, and dozens of emails and 
phone calls to Sen. Kirk’s chief of staff, Kate 
Dickenson, we have been completely ignored 
with our request for assistance.

Sen. Kirk, why are you MIA on this issue? 
And why won’t you help this veteran? – 
submitted by Ken Moffet 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT SEPTEMBER 2013
As of 25 AUG 13, VVA Chapter 299 has 393 members 
(221 LIFE & 172 INDS).
Our newest LIFE members are Russ Nelson, Fred 
Weymouth, Larry Leatherman,
Vic Endress and Bob Hellstrom (who won the 1/2 & 
1/2  LIFE membership drawing
at our August meeting).  And our newest annual 
member is Wiley Graham.

As of the same date, AVVA Chapter 299 has 45 
active members. Kathy Nelson
is their newest annual member, and Rita Trulson is 
their newest three-year member.

Welcome Aboard to all of you folks.....we’re very 
happy to have you with us !!

Respectfully, Larry Tschappat - Membership 
Chairman

P.S.  If you see numbers after your name on the 
Chapter newsletter mailing label,
It means you are not a dues-paid member of our 
Chapter, and are no longer
listed on our roster.  If it says “last issue” in red ink, it 
means just that !!  
Please call me if you have any questions - (309) 
7882729.     LT LT

WANTED: OLD STEEL POT
We are looking for a “steel pot” / helmet from the 
Vietnam Era to serve as a donation bucket / “tip jar” 
for our Hog Roaster.  As you all know, these pots 
served many purposes and multitudes of duties “back 
in the day”.  Chapter 299 has need to employ the 
“pot” to a suitable position as a reminder to those 
who never wore one – Please Donate and to those 
who did wear a “pot”, ‘can you give again?’

If you happen to have an old pot tucked away and do 
not plan on using it again, please consider donating 
it.  We’ll even provide a receipt for its use to the term 
of our lifetimes and donate it back to your family after 
using it one last time to good effect.   

GOING PAPERLESS
The Editors are encouraging Members to Volunteer 
to receive the e-mail version of Shoulder To Shoulder 
each month.  At this point in time this is a request.

Consider that the expense to revenue ratio of the 
newsletter is $13,000 cost to a $7,500 revenue.  
QCVVA Chapter 299 maintains a web site that costs 
$5,600 a year and generates $2,950 in income.  Like 
many newspapers, we’re in the red.  Each monthly 
newsletter costs @ $2.00; an e-mailing is free.

Most of us have an e-mail provider these days.  If you 
receive e-mail, you would receive one more from your 
Chapter at the moment of publication, electronically.  
Click on the e-mail and download and view the 
newsletter each month.

The technology is here.  All Members: consider going 
paperless as your editors prepare the foundations to 
make it a reality.  If you want to “Go Paperless” now; 
send your name, mailing address and phone number 
to editor.vva299@gmail.com and we’ll remove you 
from the hard copy list and update your personal 
information to our electronic mailing list.  JL, BA, JH

Please Note: Members are signing up for the electronic 
newsletter.  Other Members on my e-mail list may 
receive an electronic newsletter in September as a 
“trial” to read Shoulder To Shoulder the moment it’s 
generated.  Full instructions will accompany the “trial 
issue” - JH
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WELCOME HOME DAY FOR VIETNAM VETERANS 
PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHAPTER 299 MEMBER JOHN SEDLOCK – GENESEO, ILLINOIS AUGUST 17, 2013

STOLEN VALOR ACT PASSED  MAY 24, 2013
On Monday, the House of 
Representatives passed H.R. 258, 
the Stolen Valor Act. The bill makes 
it a crime for a person to profit by 
misrepresenting his or her military 
service or eligibility for military 
awards or decorations.
 
The Senate quickly followed suit 
and passed the bill by unanimous 
consent Wednesday. The president 
is expected to sign the bill into law 
shortly.

The original Stolen Valor Act, passed 
in 2005, made it illegal to lie about 
your military decorations. But in 
2012, the Supreme Court ruled that, 
however contemptible it is to lie 
about receipt of military decorations, 
it’s an unconstitutional abridgement 
of freedom of speech to make such 
lies illegal.

The new Stolen Valor Act has a 
narrower scope — it makes it illegal 
to gain money, property, or other 
tangible benefits by fraudulently 

claiming to have received military 
awards or decorations.  

MOAA thanks Congress for taking 
action on this important issue. 
We believe this new legislation 
strikes the proper balance between 
preventing unscrupulous gain from 
false statements while protecting 
individual freedoms that generations 
of uniformed service members have 
fought to preserve. 

– submitted by Larry Tschappat
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