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CHAPTER 299

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – 
NOVEMBER 2013
In November, we celebrate Veterans, 
those men and women who have 
honorably served in our Armed 
Services.  My wife and I recently 
toured the Czech Republic.  We came 
back with refreshed views from many 
European and Eastern European 
people that they also see U.S. Armed 
Services in a favorable way.

At the Museum of Communism in 
Prague, Czech Republic, historians 
talked of how the U.S. Army in 
WWII first entered Czechoslovakia, 
freeing their people from Nazi 
control.  Unfortunately they saw that 
disappear when Russia was allowed 
by Allied Forces to let them liberate 
and occupy all of Czechoslovakia.  
Communist propaganda had 
persuaded appointed Czech leaders 
to deny any U.S. aid offered by the 
Marshall Plan that had rebuilt most of 
Europe.  

The people of Czechoslovakia suffered 
much under the Soviet/communist 
control with no religious participation 
for over two generations, stagnant 
economic growth, secret police, 
censorship and loss of individualism 
and communes instead of family 
farms.  

With the fall of the Berlin Wall, 
the Velvet Revolution took place 
in Prague.  A democracy emerged.  
On 17 November 1990, the one-
year anniversary of the revolution, 
President George H.W. Bush visited 
Prague.  He promised that the U.S. 
would not leave Czech Republic “in 
the lurch.”  His visit signified the U.S. 
commitment in advancing freedom 
and democracy in Czech Republic.  
Over one hundred thousand Czech 
people cheered President Bush.

The country is now still trying to 
identify it’s social and cultural 
solidarity.  The Czech people however, 
expressed to us a vitality and warmth 
of friendliness.  

I think Veterans and certainly those 
in uniform serving today, should 
be applauded for the missions of 
making America safe and encouraging 
stability and peace abroad.  As we 
enjoy the holiday season, take time 
to reflect that our Armed Services 
have maintained our freedom and 
assisted others in obtaining theirs.  To 
that end, Chapter 299 is proud to be 
honoring Alvis Taylor, Eldon Baxter, 
and Bob Cewe; Quad Cities’ Pearl 
Harbor Veterans.

INSIDE: MINUTES AND MOTIONS; PAGE 2 • PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE; PAGE 8 • ARMY HERO AND NFL LEGEND; PAGE 9  • WWW.THEY WILL BE REMEMBERED; PEARL HARBOR - TAPS REPORT - UPCOMING EVENTS

“We sleep safely in our beds because rough men stand ready in the night to visit 
violence on those who would harm us.”George Orwell

QUAD CITIES CHAPTER 299  WWW.QCVVA299.ORG NOVEMBER 2013
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MINUTES OF MEMBERSHIP MEETING – 15 OCTOBER
Meeting Called to Order by 
President Terry Lynch.  The 
Pledge of Allegiance was recited 
followed by a moment of silence 
remembering our fallen and 
missing Brothers and Sisters. 38 
Members were present. This 
did not constitute a Quorum 
of 15% for Rules Change, but 
was acceptable for approval of 
normal business processes, per 
Roberts Rules.

Reading and Approval of Minutes
Secretary report by Ron Roman 
–Tom Marxen moved to approve 
the minutes in the STS for 
the Membership meeting of 
17 September and 20 August 
(copies passed out). Motion 
was seconded and approved. 
Bob McSparrin corrected the 
BOD Minutes from the meeting 
on July 9th in the STS to reflect 
expenditure approval for “Alley 
Cat Boxing Club”, not Bob Cat 
Boxing Club. Motion to approve 
with correction was approved.
Treasurer report by Mike Haney 
– Bob McSparin moved to 
approve the report, motion was 
seconded and approved.

Committee Reports
Membership – Larry Tschappat 
reported 398 Members (221 Life 
& 177 1-3 years). Honor Guard 
– Andy Andersen reported on 
recent events, with Jim Loveless 

reporting on the Chicago Bears 
trip. Jim stated that, due to the 
Government shutdown, they 
were not allowed to wear the 
normal uniform when presenting 
the Colors on Sunday, October 

6th. It was suggested that a 
Thank You go out to QC Cruisers 
for their generous donation to 
our Chapter of $3600 this year, 
recognizing VVA299 as one of 3 
Major charities they sponsored 
in 2013. 

Grants & Donations – Bob 
Jackson reported on the 
following expenditures 
approved by the Committee 
and recommended to the 
membership: 1)$400 for Rock 
Island Vets, to be used for 

purchase of 2 used hospital 
beds, 2)$200 for McKinley School 
(Davenport) for their Trivia Night, 
3)$250 for Toys for Tots to be 
spent 100% locally, 4)$250 for 
Tito Klause youth, and 5)$120 to 
Salvation Army for new ringing 
bells for Christmas kettles. 
Motions were made by: 1) Tom 
Marxen, 2) Jim Kirshbaum, 3) 
Bob Brooks, 4) John Katherman, 
and 5) Bob Brooks. All motions 
were seconded and approved. 

Hog Roast/Catering – Ray 
Hamilton Reported only a few 
dates remain before closing up 
shop for the winter. As always, 
he can use additional bodies 

(even if our minds aren’t what 
they used to be!).

Vet2Vet – President Terry 
recognized Paul “Frenchy” 
Eaves for the recent article on 
Iowa City VA hospital visits from 
299, appearing in our national 
publication. Our National 
President in a letter to Terry and 
the Chapter recognized 

the dedication of the Chapter. 
“Frenchy” Eaves reported Gary 
Morrison and Rudy Hernandez 
accompanied him on the recent 
trip to Iowa City. The next 
upcoming visit is locally, at the 
Amber Ridge Memory Care 
facility, 221 11th Avenue Moline 
on 12/16 at 2:00 pm. Please plan 
on arriving about 15 minutes 
early. No food this time, guys!  
Scholarship – Ray Hamilton 
reported on progress with the 
local colleges, universities and 
trade groups to assist with our 
new scholarship program. 

Website – Bob Jackson reported 
on progress being slower than 
he would like, but still moving 
along. The committee is waiting 
on proposals to finalize plans 
for upgrading. He invites anyone 
interested to contact him and 
join the committee.

Old Business
Welcome Home Dance – 
scheduled for 11/8 at Jumer’s, 
posters are available.
Holiday Baskets – Bob Brooks 

reported he is accepting names, 
to be vetted. Deadlines are 11/8 
for Thanksgiving baskets and 
12/5 for Christmas baskets.

New Business
Pearl Harbor Initiative – John 
Schneck reported at least $6700 
needed to implement 

the plan to send 2 WWII vets and 
their escorts to the December 
7th Anniversary events. The 
party will depart 12/4 and 
return 12/8. Ray mentioned 
that members might want to 
be at the airport on 12/8 at 
approximately 8:30 a.m. to greet 
them upon returning. It was 
also suggested that the Chapter 
take out an ad in the 2 papers, 
thanking those businesses and 
individuals who donated to this 
initiative.

Baker Monument Report – Ray 
Hamilton reported working with 
Jumer’s and a 

vendor to get the monument 
cleaned, restored and protected.

Bill Albracht reported that 
the initiative for “Veteran” 
designation on Illinois Driver’s 
License card will be presented 
to the Legislature in 2014 and 
should sail through.
Jim Loveless brought to the 
membership a request for 
positive photos from war zone 
areas that are being solicited. If 
you have anything that could be 
used, please contact Jim.
SR-006 approval was not voted 
on due to not having adequate 
quorum of 15%.

Good of the Order 
Dennis Laird stated that Illinois 
grants Lifetime Hunting and 
Fishing licenses to Veterans who 
10% disability or more, but few 
have done so. This benefit may 
go away soon due to lack of 
interest; if you’re interested, you 
may want to go down & see Dan 
Bieber and do this sooner rather 
than later.

John Katherman reported that 

he is renewing the effort, on 
behalf of our chapter, 

to have John Baker initiated into 
the Moline High School Hall of 
Fame. Further info to follow.
Danny Witherspoon won the $25 
drawing and donated it for liquid 
refreshments after the meeting.  
Life Membership drawing was 
won by Al St.Claire.

Tom Marxen put together 2 
woodworking displays from our 2 
donated helmet pots: one for the 
Honor Guard for display at casket 
vigils and other functions and 
the second one for donations at 
our other functions.
Respectfully submitted,
Ron Roman, Secretary
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WHO IS ROBERT AND WHY DOES HE HAVE SO 
MANY RULES?
Vietnam Veterans of America’s National 
organization has embraced Robert’s 
Rules of Order (RRO) as the standard 
that all VVA meetings are to follow.  The 
rules can be both common sense and 
rather complicated and restricting…all 
at the same time.  None the less, we 
strive to follow (albeit is a more casual 
manner) RRO in Chapter meetings and 
business.

To this end, your Chapter’s Board 
of Directors (BOD) has appointed 
Chapter member Jim Kirschbaum as 
the Chapter’s Parliamentarian.  Jim will 
attend Chapter membership and BOD  
meetings and advise in all matters of 
RRO protocol.  Most of us in 

our Chapter will be the first to tell 
someone that compliance with RRO 
sounds like a huge yawn.  True, RRO 
will not be the subject of conversation 
over an adult malted beverage, but 
it will be our guide and provide “curb 
feelers” for when we stray too far from 
the organizational structure that every 
meeting needs.  

So here’s to Robert, whoever he may 
be, and to Jim Kirschbaum who was 
“volunteered” to do a job that needed to 
be done – but that no one wanted to do!

AUGUSTANA VETERANS SUPPORT GROUP
Augustana College is sponsoring a special program 
honoring Korean and Vietnam Era Veterans, Wednesday, 
November 20, 2013 from 7:30-9:30 P.M.

All Korea and Vietnam Era Veterans in attendance will be 
introduced and recognized.  This event will be held in the 
main dining room of the College Center located on 7th 
Avenue right across the street from the large parking lot 
by Centennial Hall at the corner of 38th Street and 7th 
Avenue, Rock Island.

The keynote speaker will be Major General John Borling 
[retired], a decorated Vietnam Veteran whose airplane 
was shot down by ground fire, resulting in his spending 
more than 6 years as a P.O.W.  General Borling will 
provide an insightful and moving speech.

Augustana is hopeful that Members of Vietnam Veterans 
of America – Chapter 299 – Rock Island, Illinois will be in 
attendance and its Honor Guard will present “The Colors”.

Questions ?  Please contact Dan Lee, Ph.D. – Marian 
Taft Cannon Professor in the Humanities and Director 
– Augustana Center for the Study of Ethics – Augustana 
College, Rock Island, Illinois 61201-2296 or telephone Dan 
at: 1-309-794-7258 [office number] 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION MEDICAL CENTER – 
IOWA CITY – “NO ‘NET”
Your editors were made aware that VAMC in Iowa City does NOT have Internet access for our ill and hospitalized 
Veterans.  We have contacted Congressman Dave Loebsack and his staff. 

To date, the Des Moines and Dubuque, Iowa facilities DO have Internet access but not Iowa City.  
The wheels of Congress move ever so slowly but our favorite “Uncle” moved quickly when we turned 18 years of 
age.  It is incumbent on Chapter 299 to publicize the fact that internet access for our hospitalized Veterans is a priority 
not a frill.  If our incarcerated citizens are able to access high speed internet access, weight rooms and “turkey on 
Thanksgiving”; is it too much to ask our Honorably Discharged, sick and hospitalized Veterans receive internet access?

You may contact Congressman Dave Loebsack’s office through his Staff/Constituent Services Representative:

Virginia Stratto
125 South Dubuque Street
Iowa City, Iowa  52240

1-319-351-0789 or e-mail Ms. Stratton at: VIRGINIA.COULTER@MAIL.HOUSE.GOV 

QUAD CITIES CRUISERS 
DONATE $3600 TO CHAPTER!!!
For those who know the caliber and character of the men and 
women who make up the Quad Cities Cruisers, you are aware 
of the club’s good work in the community.  But for Chapter 299, 
we are on the receiving end!  Our Chapter Honor Guard and 
the Cruisers have been working together at events for several 
years.  And over these years, the QC Cruisers has included VVA 
299 as one of their spotlighted donation recipients. They have 
donated literally thousands of dollars to our Chapter. 

Our Chapter has internally used their donated monies to 
further our philanthropic mission in helping veterans as well as 
for the good of the community.  We salute the QC Cruisers and 
welcome them at our campfire.  With much appreciation and 
gratitude – THANK YOU QC CRUISERS!!! –I omitted this item 
mistakenly for the October issue of Shoulder To Shoulder - JH
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CHAPTER 299 HONOR GUARD
2013 & 2014 Upcoming Scheduled Events

December 14th  
Wreaths across America Rock Island Arsenal 11:00 start

January 18th & 19th  
New Glarus, Wisconsin parade and activities 

Any and all Honor Guard members feel free to join us on those dates and times.  
Any and all non-members feel free to come watch and/or join in on the fun!

MEMBERSHIP 
REPORT     

As of 25 OCT 13, VVA Chapter 299 has 398 
members.  Our newest LIFE members are 
George Bathje and David Just.  Our newest 
three-year Members are Mike Yost and Ron 
Ketelsen.  And our newest annual Members 
are Bob Neff, William Mergenthal, Jim Moews 
and Frances McDonald.

AVVA Chapter 299 now has 49 members, with 
Janet Wolverton being their newest annual 
member.  Also, I want to recognize their two
newest LIFE members:  Martha DeVore and 
John LeMasters. Please join me in giving a big 
“Welcome Aboard” to all these folks !!

Last, I regret to report the loss of another 
longtime LIFE member: Jerry Yates.  He was a 
two-tour veteran, and was awarded the Silver 
Star.Also of note is that his Mother, Viola, is a 
current LIFE member of AVVA 299, as was his 
late father, Cecil.  Our deepest condolences 
go out to his Mother and family members for 
their loss.

Respectfully, Larry Tschappat  -   Membership 
Chairman

VET 2 VET REPORT 
NOVEMBER 2013

Making the trip to Iowa City V.A. Medical Center 
last month to spread good cheer and smiles to the 
hospitalized Veterans there were Rudy Hernandez, 
Gary Morrison and myself.

We were able to cover 4 Floors of the hospital, 
the Intensive Care Unit’s Waiting Room and the 
Outpatient areas.  Good Job Guys ! – Director 
Frenchy Eaves

Our next Vet 2 Vet visit will occur locally at Amber 
Ridge memory care located at 221 – 11th Avenue in 
Moline, Illinois.  

If you care to Volunteer for this local Vet 2 Vet event 
please “meet up” at Amber Ridge @ 1:50 P.M. on 
Monday, December 16, 2013 to “set up” and the 
program will begin @ 2 P.M. and last @ 45 minutes 
to 1 hour.  

I encourage all Members to Volunteer for this local 
event - Frenchy
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THEY WILL BE REMEMBERED !  
October 07, 2013 6:30 pm  • By Barb Ickes 

Alvis “Al” Taylor is not sure 
he’ll be able to go through 
with it, but he is going to try.
Eldon Baxter, on the other 
hand, would leave today if he 
could.
Taylor, 90, and Baxter, 93, are 
two of the three known Pearl 
Harbor survivors remaining 
in the Quad-Cities. On Dec. 4, 
they are being flown back to 
the place that changed them 
and their country 72 years 
ago. The third survivor, Bob 
Cewe of Port Byron, is not up 
to the long flight to Hawaii.

“We want to thank them 
for their service, from one 
generation of veterans to 
another, and assure them 
they will not be forgotten,” 
said Ray Hamilton, a former 
president of Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 
299, of the Quad-Cities, 
which is behind the trip. 
“Unfortunately, there’s not 
a lot left of the Greatest 
Generation. We want them 
to know we are grateful, and 
they will be remembered.”

In a unanimous vote earlier 
this month, Chapter 299 
committed to a preliminary 

budget of $8,000 to send 
Taylor, Baxter and their 
chaperones to the scene of 
the Dec. 7, 1941, Japanese 
attack on the U.S. Naval 
base at Oahu. Members of 
the group hope to get some 
community backing.

Taylor and Baxter were there 
the day bombs and torpedoes 
sunk four U.S. battleships, 
damaged four others and 
wreaked havoc on nearly 
every vessel in the lagoon. 
After two waves of bombing 
by the Japanese, 2,402 
American sailors and Marines 
were dead.

Baxter remembers more 
about Pearl Harbor than he 
remembers about anything 
else: He was a storekeeper 
aboard the U.S.S. West 
Virginia, and he saw the first 
torpedo “about 300 yards 
off.” As the torpedoes kept 
coming, he prayed. A rescue 
boat ultimately plucked him 
and the other West Virginia 
survivors from their badly 
listing ship.
Taylor’s story is different. He 
was with the Army and was 
in charge of the dozens of 
ambulances that were used 

to transport hundreds of 
wounded to area hospitals. 
It wasn’t until suffering a 
stroke in 2002 that something 
changed for Taylor, and he 
found himself able to talk 
about Pearl Harbor.

“It’s not easy now,” he said, 
his speech marred by stroke. 
Tears rose in his eyes as he 
explained: “So many dead 
sailors. That’s why I have such 
a hard time going back.”

As the two men sat Monday 
in a reception area of the 
American Legion on West 
35th Street in Davenport, 
Taylor frequently clenched 
Baxter’s arm.
Both men have been back 
to Hawaii since 1941. Baxter 
smiled at the memory of 
tourists on an excursion boat 
at the memorial site, built 
above the sunken U.S.S. 
Arizona.

“I can’t remember when it 
was,” he said, still smiling. “I 
can tell you, when we got to 
the place where they have 
the ceremonies, everybody 
wanted to hear from me.”

That part is different for 
Taylor, too. He has been back 
to Hawaii, but he steered 
clear of the harbor where 
the sunken, rusting Arizona 
illustrates the beating the U.S. 
Pacific fleet took that Sunday 
morning. This time, he said, 
he is committed to making it 
to the memorial.
“I don’t know how I’ll act,” he 
warned.

Patting her husband’s leg, 
Sharon Taylor assured, “I’ll be 
with you.”
Baxter does not share the 
hesitation. Although he still 
plays nine holes of golf every 
week, he said, being 93 years 
old makes him appreciate 
whatever time remains for 
him.

“I’m ready for whatever 
comes up,” he said. “I’m day 
by day.”
Besides, he has taken plenty 
of overseas flights, including 
flights to and from Tokyo, 
and he looks forward to this 
trip. After the war, he went 
to work for International 
Harvester, ordering parts 
and keeping inventory, and 
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he joined the Mississippi Valley Pearl 
Harbors Survivors Association. The group 
is special to him, and he is happy to 
represent it.

Again, Taylor’s life took a different turn.  
He stayed with the Army, retiring in 
1980.
Although he proudly points out that 
none of his ambulance drivers were 
killed at Pearl Harbor, he became more 
aware than most veterans of how lucky 
those men were.

After the war ended, Taylor served 
at a Naval port in New York, where 
he supervised the discharge of war 
dead from ships. Some ships carried 
the remains of thousands of dead 
soldiers, and every casket had to be 
inspected. This meant every casket had 
to be opened before the remains were 
assigned escorts and transported home 
or to national cemeteries for burial.
Taylor remembers another routine, 
which his wife explained.  “When the 
ships came in, there were two buglers 
— one on shore and one in the hold (of 
the ship) — and they would play taps 
one note apart,” she said. “When they 
were short a bugler one day, they found 
out that Al plays, and they went to him. 
Very reluctantly, Al went in the hold and 
played.”
His chin quivering with emotion, Taylor 
added, “I cried through the whole thing.”

Bill Albracht, another former president 
of VVA Chapter 299, said it is important 
to his veterans’ group to show respect 

to the veterans who came before 
them. Part of that means getting 
them to Hawaii with as little 
discomfort as possible.
“Given their age and the 
duration of the flight all the 
way to Hawaii, we want to send 
them business class, instead of 
coach,” he said. “We’re hoping 
we can get a couple of sponsors 
or underwriters to bite off a 
chunk of the expenses. A few 
$1,500 donations would help 
tremendously.

“If we get zero donations, they’re 
still going. For us, its the right 
thing to do — vet to vet.”
HOW TO HELP:  WHAT – 
EFFORTS ARE UNDER WAYTO 
SEND 2 OF THE 3 REMAINING 
PEARL HARBOR SURVIVORS 
FROM THE QUAD CITIES TO 
THE 72nd ANNIVERSARY 
CEREMONIES INOAHU, HAWAII  
- WHEN – THE VIETNAM 
VETERANS OF AMERICA 
CHAPTER 299 IS ARRANGING A 
DECEMBER 4 – 7TH TRIP WITH 
ACCOMODATIONS AND MEALS 
FOR MR. BAXTER AND MR. TAYLOR 
AND HIS WIFE.   HOW – MAKE CHECKS 
PAYABLE TO – 
VVA 299 P.O. BOX 6076 ROCK ISLAND, 
ILLINOIS 61204-6076    

DONATIONS MAY BE MADE AFTER THE 
TRIP AND ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX 
DEDUCTABLE – PUT IN MEMO – PEARL 
HARBOR

ALVIS TAYLOR, ELDON BAXTER, 
RAY HAMILTON AND BILL ALBRACHT
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SHOULDER TO SHOULDER IS BROUGHT TO YOU EACH MONTH BY: 

BILL ALBRACHT & JIM LOVELESS NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS
SEAN MURPHY - CHAPTER WEBMASTER & NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR  

JIM HIXSON; MANAGING EDITOR [ 309 ] 792-0068 E-MAIL = NXG211@QCONLINE.COM

HOG ROASTER NEWS
On October 5, 2013 our Chapter 299 
Roaster Crew served up their goodies 
for the Electrical Union Roast at Local 
#25 Plumbers and Pipefitters Hall 
at 4600 – 46th Avenue, Rock Island, 
Illinois.

A salute from all to the dedicated 
Roaster Crew that has done multiple 
events, sometimes back-to-back 
beginning at the point of purchasing 
all supplies, getting those supplies to 
the Vikings Club in Moline for initial 
preparation work and towing all to 
the various event locations.

These Men and Women worked 
tirelessly since spring putting in 
countless hours of Volunteer work 
and remains the Number 1 Chapter 
fundraiser.  The quality of the foods 
delivered and the professionalism 
with which it is served continues to 
grow.  

We expect more events in 2014 so 
please consider Volunteering for Hog 
Roaster duty in 2014. - JH  

TAPS
Following is a list of funerals at which military honors were performed by the combined efforts of the VVA Chapter 
299, VVA Chapter 776, and the MAVA (Mexican American Veterans Association) Honor Guards.  Included in the list 
are the dates of the funerals, names, ages, and branches of service in which these veterans served.   Any chapter 299 
members are designated by bold letters and underlined. 

Date of funeral Name of veteran  Age   Branch of service

SEPT. 04, 2013  WEBER E. ZIEGLER  86   U.S. ARMY [ KOREA WAR VETERAN ]

SEPT. 25, 2013  JAMES A. DETERS  69    U.S. ARMY [ VIETNAM WAR VETERAN ]  

OCT. 18, 2013  STEVEN HOLEVOET  64   U.S. NAVY  (VIETNAM WAR VETERAN)

OCT. 18, 2013  GEORGE E. JOHNSON  80   U.S. MARINE  (KOREAN WAR VETERAN)

OCT. 18, 2013  CHARLES A. SMITH JR.  88   U.S. NAVY (WORLD WAR II VETERAN)

OCT. 19, 2013  DON JACOBSEN  66   U.S. MARINE (VIETNAM WAR VETERAN)

OCT. 23, 2013  JERRY YATES   65   U. S. ARMY (VIETNAM WAR VETERAN 

          AND CHAPTER 299 MEMBER) 
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AVVA MEETING AVVA 
CHAPTER 
Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30pm at the Rock Island 
Arsenal cafeteria.  We would like for you 
to join us with your ideas and thoughts.  
Come join us in parades, helping with hog 
roasts and other charity events along with 
the members of the VVA chapter.  We look 
forward to seeing you!  

CHAPTER VARSITY 
JACKETS   ~   STAY WARM 
& LOOK COOL DOING IT!
A Chapter Varsity Jacket order will be placed soon.  
This made in the USA Official Chapter 299 Black 
Varsity Jacket has black leather sleeves, 100% black 
wool body and (you guessed it) black insulated 
interior and is an absolute steal at the prices below.  
Now add the beautifully embroidered full color VVA 
logo with CHAPTER 299 on the left breast and you 
have the coolest jacket coast-to-coast - border-to-
border.  Our Chapter’s intent of selling these fine 
jackets for half what is charged retail, is to advertize 
who we are and promote interest in what we do. 

Prices are as follows:
XS, S, M, L, XL             :    $120
2X, 3X                            :    $125
M Tall – 2XL Tall          :    $125
4X, 5X, 6X                     :    $130
3X-T, 4X-T, 5X-T          :    $135

See or call Jim Hixson (309.792.0068) or e-mail him at 
editor.vva299@gmail.com with your order.  Payment 
due on delivery.  Checks are to be made out to VVA 
299. 

AND to our many members that are unable to attend 
meetings due to time or distance, WE SHIP!

GOING PAPERLESS
If you want to “Go Paperless” now; send your name, 
mailing address and phone number to editor.vva299@
gmail.com and we’ll remove you from the hard copy 
list and update your personal information to our 
electronic mailing list.   

You can also “try” the e-version and make an informed 
decision. JL, BA, JH
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FALL FROM GRACE           
By: Greg McCluskey, July 2013

Our country called. We answered.

Many gave some. Some gave all.

We served with honor.

Always Longing for home.

Back in the world the fight continued.

No jobs for us. Employers fear  

Those Vietnam “killers”  near.

They see us as dangerous.

No recognition for sacrifices, discipline 

and duty.

Discarded , humiliated, marginalized-

Just go away.

We became “invisible”.

But the war ON us continues.

For those of us who were-- and also  

were not

Blown up, shot up, and otherwise 

messed up.

Agent Orange stalks us, wounds us, 

tortures us, kills us.

 Taking us early, gone in our 60’s.

 Diabetes ravaging our bodies.

Multiple Cancers continually 

torturing with pain, chemo, radiation, 

transfusions.

Heart disease.  Parkinson’s.

The war never ended in Vietnam.  It 

followed us home.

 We fight on with strength, dignity 

--and humor.

We did not fall from grace. Grace was 

stolen from us.  God bless us all.

Welcome Home my Brothers and 

Sisters. Welcome Home.
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