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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION NEEDS REHABILITATION
We honor General Eric Shinseki’s service to 
our country as a Combat – Disabled Veteran 
and public servant and respect his decision 
to resign as Secretary of the Veterans 
Administration. Deputy Secretary Sloan 
Gibson, with the department 3 months, will 
step in as Acting Secretary.

Ultimately, a change in leadership does 
not address the root of the V.A. Health 
care’s system’s problems of access and 
appropriate funding levels.

While this crisis is deeply disturbing, we 
hope the issues uncovered serve as a 
wakeup call to focus America’s attention on 
the need to fulfill the sacred promises made 
to the men and women who so honorably 
served our country. JL, BA, JH  

* Cover courtesy of Bob Albracht

THE C-130 ON DISPLAY AT THE FRONT GATE OF 
LITTLE ROCK AFB, ARKANSAS
 
This C-130A Hercules was 
the 126th built by Lockheed 
Aircraft corp. of Marietta, 
Georgia. It was accepted into 
the Air Force inventory on 
August 23, 1957

On November 2, 1972, it 
was given to the South 
Vietnamese Air Force as part 
of the Military Assistance 

Program. A few years later, 
the aircraft would be involved 
in a historic flight.

On 29 April 1975, this Herk 
was the last out of Vietnam 
during the fall of Saigon.  
With over 100 aircraft 
destroyed on the flight line 
at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 
some of them still burning, 
it was the last flyable 

C-130 remaining.  In a very 
panicked state, hundreds 
of people were rushing to 
get aboard, as the aircraft 
represented a final ticket to 
freedom.

People hurriedly crowded 
into the Herk, packing in 
tighter and tighter. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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CHAPTER 299
VETS IN CRISIS HOTLINE 

1.800.273.8255

President - Terry Lynch
barb.terry.lynch@gmail.com

Vice President-Bob Jackson
slicky96@sbcglobal.net

309-781-8190
Secretary-John Schneck

 309-798-1255
Jschneck25@yahoo .com

Treasurer-Mike Haney
309-755-7935 – 

MHANEY32@YAHOO.COM
Membership - Larry Tschappat

309.788.2729 
let289@hotmail.com

Al “Butch” Huber-VSO
309.721.1453

Steve Lowther-VSO
309.737.2954

800.882.1316
VA Outpatient Clinic Bettendorf

563.332.8528
VA Med Cent IA City

319.338.0581 & 800.346.1843

VSO Dan Bebber  
309.793.1460

RI Cty Vet Ast & VSO  
Todd Harlow

309.558.3546 
VET CENTER (Counseling) 

309.762.6954 
IL Vet Employ Reps  

John Tolle  
309.764.8731

 
David Woods
563.326.8723 

Honor Guard Co-Captains
Dennis Laird - Funerals

309.278.3452
Andy Anderson - Parades

C: 563.940.5980 
IA Workforce Vet Reps

     Craig Norris - 563.445.3219
     Jason Kerr - 563.445.3216

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
JUNE 2014
Once A Cub Fan

On a recent visit to our son 
and family in Effingham, 
Illinois, we met a Vietnam 
Army Veteran, Tom.  Tom 
delighted us with his charm 
and easygoing mannerisms.

With us, one of our 
grandson’s was wearing a 
Chicago Cub’s baseball cap.  
Upon seeing the cap, Tom 
related a story of growing 
up in Chicago and of course 
being a Cub fan.

While in Vietnam, Tom 
learned his Cubs were 14 
(F-O-U-R-T-E-E-N)! games 
ahead.  Excited, he and four 
other Cub friends in his unit 
made a decision to extend 
their Vietnam tour by six 
months, allowing them to 
be home on leave in the fall 
to see their Cubs WIN the 
World Series - a true Cubbie 
dream!

AND, yes, the Cubs 
performed as one would 
expect.  The Cubs failed 
to even win the National 
League Pennant that year.  
Meanwhile, four of the five, 
now-extended Army friends, 
received wounds from 
combat action.

Today, Tom is a Cardinal 
baseball fan.  Tom, 
“Welcome Home” and thank 
you for your service to our 
country.  Of course some 
might also say it took a war 
to give knowledge and good 
sense to change a young 
man’s baseball loyalty.

As this is written those 
lovable Cubs are in last place 
but for a short time in 1968, 
in the jungles of Vietnam, 
they were #1 for five young 
men.

Terry Lynch, President
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HONOR FLIGHT OF THE QUAD CITIES 
(HFQC) - FLIGHT #30 – OCTOBER 30, 2014
Guardian positions 
reserved for Vietnam Era 
Veterans On average, 
an honor flight one day 
charter flight to Washington 
D.C. transports 90+ WWII 
& Korean era veterans 
and 50+ Guardians. The 
veterans are not charged 
for the trip and guardians 
donate $500.00 toward  
the trip. 

Flight #30 for HFQC on 
Thursday, October 30, 
2014 will be reserving 
the guardian positions 
for Vietnam Era Veterans. 
Vietnam Veteran guardian 
applications are available 
on the HFQC website. 
Applications will be 
honored in the order 
received.

VVA #299 will be 
sponsoring three (3) 
guardian positions for VVA 
#299 members for the 
October 30th flight. In the 
event you are interested 
in being included in a 
drawing for one of the 
three sponsored guardian 
positions, contact Mike 
Haney mhaney32@yahoo.
com or (309) 755-7935.  

   
The drawing for the three 
sponsored guardianships 
is scheduled for the August 
2014 general membership 
meeting.

WHEN OUR BROTHERS NEED HELP – WE SEND HELP.   
EMPHATIC : PERIOD.                                                       
The core of the disgrace of Benghazi will evade those 
who have never served in combat.  When you are in 
combat, it doesn’t matter if you volunteered, if you were 
drafted, if you support the policy, if you don’t like the 
policy, if you changed your mind about the policy.  None 
of that matters.  There is a scared trust that if you get in 
trouble, I will come to help you.  If I’m in trouble, you’ll 
come help me, no matter the circumstances !  No matter 
the odds !  No matter the likelihood of success.
That knowledge allows you to function in combat, to 
endure danger.  I have seen brave men die for that 
scared trust.  I personally have been both the helper 
and the recipient of such help. These facts have been 
established beyond dispute: * No help was sent to 
Benghazi. That sacred trust was violated.  There was no 

significant delay in notification.  We knew right away, we 
had live Internet feed in real time and the attack lasted 8 
hours. 

* The Commander In Chief, as far as we know, did not 
enter the “Situation Room” when notified the consulate 
was under attack.  None of the senior staff pictured in the 
famed Bin Laden raid went there.  Why ? Whatever your 
ideology, whatever your belief in the political assertions, 
denials and explanations, please remember those two 
facts.  Those who were sacrificed deserve that.  When 
we abandoned them, we abandoned our decency. 

*Submitted by USMC Captain Tom Smith [retired] – 
Member Chapter 299 – reprinted from Sarasota Times - 
Herald, with edit
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
JUNE 2014
First, a reminder that VVA Chapter 299 is still offering 
our $10 Dues-Special-For-One-Year-At- A-Time to new, 
current & past member.  However, your dues money 
MUST be sent to:  VVA 299, PO Box 6076, Rock Island, 
IL 61204-6076 to get this Special offer.  If you send your 
dues to the Maryland address, they will expect $20 for one 
year.   Such a deal !!
 
Our VVA Chapter membership currently totals 407 (233 
LIFE & 174 1 yr. & 3 yr. members). The newest 1 yr. 
members are Ed Roush, Marvin Wolf, Dan Portuque 
and Tom Smith.  And  the latest 3 yr. members are Dale 
Andrae, Al Sinksen, Richard Backstrom, Jim Guy, Ty 
Simmons and Ivan Walters.  And our newest LIFE 
members are Pete Duytschaever, Alan Zygowicz and Tom 
Hickson (who is taking advantage of VVA’s LIFE Time-
Payment Plan).   Welcome aboard, everyone !!

AVVA Chapter 299 now has 49 members.  Their annual 
dues are $20 per year.  And anyone who does not qualify 
as a VVA member is eligible for an AVVA membership.  If 
you have any questions, please call me at 1-309-788-2729   
Respectfully, Larry Tschappat - Membership Chairman

VET 2 VET REPORT FOR 
JUNE 2014
Last month we reported a record 15 Volunteers 
that made the trip to VAMC in Iowa City.  Let’s try 
to beat that record and shoot for 20 Volunteers this 
month: Wednesday June 25th, 2014.  Meet up at the 
Machine Shed at 7:00 A.M. – eat breakfast on the 
Chapter “dime” and pull out at 8 A.M. to visit our ill 
and hospitalized Veterans.  We visit as many floors 
as possible and pass out playing cards, patriotic hats 
and pins and fresh fruit.  We “spell” relatives sitting 
at the I.C.U. and watch over our most ill brothers 
and sisters, allowing a badly needed respite from the 
many hours of waiting for those Family Members.
Remember, You WILL receive much more from 
serving the ill and hospitalized Veterans than any 
gifts or pins we might pass around.  We typically 
get ‘back to town’ around 1 P.M.  Strongly consider 
Volunteering for this Vet 2 Vet trip on June 25th. 
Vet 2 Vet Chairman – Paul Frenchy Eaves

TAPS
Following is a list of funerals at which military honors were performed by the combined efforts of the VVA Chapter 
299, VVA Chapter 776, and the MAVA (Mexican American Veterans Association) Honor Guards.  Included in the list 
are the dates of the funerals, names , ages, and branches of service in which these veterans served.   Any chapter 
299 members are designated by bold letters and underlined.

Date of funeral Name of veteran  Age       Branch of service

APRIL 18, 2014 GRADY C. USREY  67  U. S. MARINE CORPS (VIETNAM WAR}   

MAY 15, 2014  RICK WARD   67  U. S. NAVY (VIETNAM WAR VETERAN) 

May 16, 2014  MICHAEL OTTO  64  U.S. ARMY (VIETNAM WAR VETERAN}                 

May 22, 2014  CHARLES RAGSTON  71  U. S. ARMY (VIETNAM WAR VETERAN)

May 28, 2014  CURTIS A. BANE  94  U.S. ARMY  (WORLD WAR II VETERAN}

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER IS BROUGHT TO YOU EACH MONTH BY: 
BILL ALBRACHT & JIM LOVELESS NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS

SEAN MURPHY - CHAPTER WEBMASTER & NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR  
JIM HIXSON; MANAGING EDITOR [ 309 ] 792-0068 E-MAIL = NXG211@QCONLINE.COM



VOLUME 28 ISSUE 6         SHOULDER TO SHOULDER6

MEMORIAL DEDICATION ANNOUNCED - 
MAY 5, 2014 

Construction Progress Update on 
the American Veterans Disabled 
for Life Memorial Continued 
progress at the site of the future 
American Veterans Disabled for 
Life Memorial has been solid, 

dedication on Oct. 5.
“A dream is soon to be realized, 
presenting a place of honor 

hanging up their uniforms,” said 
National Adjutant Marc Burgess.

“This memorial  will be a never-
ending reminder to all of the cost 

During the past few months, 
much of the work on site has 
been on  the infrastructure. 

The glass walls, the ceremonial 

the granite  benches have been 
completed and will be installed in 
August. Fabrication of the 
elements of the memorial’s design  
began more than a year ago to 

construction.

The dedication is scheduled to 
take place Oct. 5 at 11 a.m. at the 
memorial site, 150 Washington 
Ave. S.W., Washington, D.C. 
Senior dignitaries have been 
invited to join the memorial’s 
national  spokesman, Gary Sinise, 
on stage. 

A block of rooms is available at 
a special rate of $99 per night 

(single/double) at the Renaissance 
Washington, DC Downtown 
Hotel at 999 Ninth St. N.W., 
Washington,  

D.C. Complimentary shuttle bus 
transportation will be available 
to and from the hotel to the 
dedication ceremony. Hotel 
reservations and dedication 
tickets are available at  
www.avdlm.org/dedication
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***Editors’ Note: The above was 
written in response to an article 
titled: VETERANS AND WHITE 
SUPREMACY appearing in the 
New York Times, April 15, 2014, 
written by Kathleen Belewarpril. 
Heretofore for purpose of saving 
space we refer to her as Ms. B.  
The article is supplemented with 
a black and white, exaggerated 
image of two squads of 
“soldiers”, saluting, one with the 
“Heil Hitler” salute.  Ms. B. claims 
to have studied “the radical right” 
since 2006 and reviewed “tens 
of thousands of pages of once 
classified federal records, as well 
as archives of Klan and neo-Nazi 
publications”.

Ms. B. goes on to claim “Vietnam 
Veterans forged the first links 
between Klansmen and Nazis 
since WW II.  They [{sic} Vietnam 
Vets] were central in leading Klan 
and neo-Nazi groups past the ant 
civil rights backlash of the 1960’s 
and toward paramilitary violence.” 
 
In short, due to two named, 
isolated “foul ups” and murderers 
[Glenn Miller and Timothy 
McVeigh], Ms. B. opaquely places 
all Veterans from the Vietnam War 

to current military personnel as 
racists.  Members may access 
the article in its entirety by going 
to the N.Y. Times web site and 
search for the article VETERANS 
AND WHITE SUPREMACY.  Your 
editors were instilled with the 
point that despite the color of the 
skin of any soldier, the only color 
that mattered was green and that 
we all bleed red.  JL, BA, JH
The New York Times Owes the 
Military and Veterans an Apology
Apr. 18, 2014 - Commentary by 
Congressman Duncan Hunter 
– California and Peter Hegseth 
both Iraq and Afghanistan War 
Veterans
The New York Times is no 
stranger to sensational journalism, 
routinely focusing on provocative 
subjects and storylines, but a new 
low was reached this week—even 
for the New York Times.

An essay written by Kathleen 
Belew, a quintessential 
representative of American 
academia, brazenly attempted to 
link veterans to white supremacy. 
Now both Belew and the New 
York Times owe the nation’s 
veterans and military families an 
apology.

In publishing the essay, the 
Times must have expected to be 
on the receiving end of veteran 
outrage and indignation. Count 
us as two veterans among the 
many others who feel that the 
essay was a blatant assault on 
veterans by trying to categorically 
label America’s fighting men and 
women as uncontrollable misfits 
and the military services as a 
breeding ground for violent and 
erratic behavior. All of it is wrong 
and unsubstantiated.

The American military is an 
institution that has benefited 
from the honorable service of 
millions of young men and women 
in the last decade alone. The 
military services teach discipline, 
leadership, and teamwork and 
build a sense of camaraderie 
that is virtually unmatchable. In 
combat, relationships are often 
forged through life and death 
situations and, through conflicts 
past and present, soldiers, 
Marines, sailors and airmen have 
selflessly laid down their lives to 
protect the lives of others. Few 
bonds are as strong as those 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

VETERANS AND WHITE SUPREMACY - 
APOLOGY OWED
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VVA CALLS FOR OVERSIGHT AND 
THOROUGH REVIEW OF VA HOSPITAL STAFF
(Washington, D.C.)—“Vietnam Veterans of America 
(VVA) is pleased to learn that President Obama is 
assigning White House Deputy Chief of Staff Rob 
Nabors to oversee the review of the beleaguered 
Veterans Affairs Department as the agency grapples 
with allegations of treatment delays and preventable 
deaths at the Phoenix VA hospital,” said VVA 
National President John Rowan.

“Yet, we are still shy of our objective of real 
accountability in the management of the Veterans 
Health Administration,” Rowan noted. “If any 
reforms are to truly succeed, there must be better 
oversight of and by managers who are paid very 
well to administer a system that is, in part, all too 
obviously dysfunctional. Therefore, VVA also calls for 
a thorough review of all VISN hospital administrative 
staff positions whose responsibilities do not directly 
involve the provision of clinical services. It is our 
considered opinion that way too many VISN 

administrative staff can best be characterized as 
‘administrative overhead.’ ”

To read VVA’s Congressional testimony before 
the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee regarding 
the State of VA Healthcare, delivered May 15, 
by Rick Weidman, VVA Executive Director of 
Policy & Government Affairs: http://www.vva.org/
testimony/2014/051514.pdf    

To view today’s Senate Veterans Affairs Committee 
hearing on the State of VA Health Care: http://
www.c-span.org/video/?319302-1/veterans-affairs-
hospital-delays

* submitted by Steve Lowther
 

JUNE HOG ROASTER – CATERING NEWS
Our Chapter 299 Catering Crew made preparations 
for the Rock Falls Trip on May 13th.  On May 14th 
* Volunteers were needed at the Vikings Club in 
Moline to cook ribs, organize and wash the trailer, 
make BBQ Sauce, fill the propane gas tanks, bottle 
the “a jus” jugs, fill the water jugs, do the dishes, 
clean up again, freeze a portion of the meat and 
complete inventory for the Rock Falls trip which 
occurred on May 15th.

On May 15th the cooker was fired up for the first 
time this season that began in Rock Falls at 8 
A.M.  Professionally setting up two canopies to 
better organize the serving lines, more people 
could be served in a timely fashion.  Efficiency and 
professionalism were key elements while 250 guests 
were served.  Conditions in Rock Falls were rough 
with bad weather conditions.

Friday May 16th provided a quick turnaround to 
re-do all the above prep work, load up and ready 
the Hog Roaster for Sexton Ford in Moline, Illinois 
Saturday, May 16th.  The Sexton Ford event had our 
Roast Crew on site at 6:30 A.M. for a 10:30 A.M. 
“opening” – serving 1,000 guests.  

On Friday May 30th our Catering Crew loaded up 
at 7:30 A.M., hauled all equipment and foods to 
Moline Senior High School.  Service was provided 
for all staff from 10:30 A.M. – 1 P.M. and the Roaster 
was gone from the premises by 2 P.M. for cleanup 
operations for the next event. 

Our single largest fund raising program sorely needs 
Volunteers.  Any Members that can serve up hearty 
food, provide some clean up work, wash dishes 
or help the “break down / pack up” crew are very 
welcome for any length of time.  Call Ray Hamilton 
at 1-309-650-7486



NOW SHE IS A TEACHER!!!   
 * submitted by Chief 
Master Sgt. Dan 
Johnson
 
In September of 2005 
Martha Cothren, a 
History teacher at 
Robinson High School 
in Little Rock did 
something not to be 
forgotten.  On the first 
day of school, with 
the permission of the 
school superintendent, 
the principal and the 
building supervisor, she 
removed all of the desks 
in her classroom. When 
the first period kids 
entered the room they 
discovered that there 
were no desks.  ‘Ms. 
Cothren, where are our 
desks?’
 
She replied, ‘You can’t 
have a desk until you 
tell me how you earn the 
right to sit at a desk.’  
They thought, ‘Well, 
maybe it’s our grades.’  
‘No,’ she said. Maybe it’s 
our behavior.’ She told 
them, ‘No, it’s not even 
your behavior.’
 
 And so, they came and 
went, the first period, 
second period, third 
period, still no desks 
in the classroom. Kids 
called their parents 
to tell them what was 
happening and by early 
afternoon television 
news crews had started 

gathering at the school 
to report about this crazy 
teacher who had taken 
all the desks out of her 
room.
 
 The final period of the 
day came and as the 
puzzled students found 
seats on the floor of the 
desk-less classroom. 
Martha Cothren said, 
‘Throughout the day no 
one has been able to tell 
me just what he or she 
has done to earn the 
right to sit at the desks 
that are ordinarily found 
in this classroom. Now I 
am going to tell you.’
 
 At this point, Martha 
Cothren went over to the 
door of her classroom 
and opened it. Twenty-
seven (27) U.S. Veterans, 
all in uniform, walked 
into that classroom, 
each one carrying a 
school desk. The Vets 
began placing the school 
desks in rows, and then 
they would walk over 
and stand alongside the 
wall. By the time the last 
soldier had set the final 
desk in place those kids 
started to understand, 
perhaps for the first time 
in their lives, just how 
the right to sit at those 
desks had been earned.
 
 Martha said, ‘You 
didn’t earn the right 
to sit at these desks. 

These heroes did it for 
you. They placed the 
desks here for you. They 
went halfway around 
the world, giving up 
their education and 
interrupting their careers 
and families so you 
could have the freedom 
you have. Now, it’s up 
to you to sit in them. 
It is your responsibility 
to learn, to be good 
students, to be good 
citizens. They paid the 
price so that you could 
have the freedom to get 
an education. Don’t ever 
forget it.’ 
 

 By the way, this is a true 
story. And this teacher 
was awarded Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Teacher of 
the Year for the State of 
Arkansas in 2006. She is 
the daughter of a WWII 
POW. 
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“APOLOGY” – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

created through military service. Over the last 
10 years, more than 1,000 valor awards have 
been given for combat heroism. There have 
been 13 Medals of Honor. Seven were awarded 
posthumously, because those who performed the 
heroic actions did so knowing they were unlikely 
to survive. That is a true reflection of America’s 
military and those who serve, not isolated acts of 
violence that, as despicable as they are, have no 
real correlation to military training or some fictitious 
sense of resentment promoted through military 
service.

When looking at who makes up the ranks of 
America’s military, there are predominantly young 
Americans –in their 20s, some still in their teens—
who are patriotic and committed to serving their 

country. These same Americans are trained to do a 
job and with it, they are handed great responsibility. 
And when facing an enemy, they are capable of 
exercising great caution and showing discretion.

The New York Times and Belew can take a lesson 
from our military men and women and veterans. 
These heroes should be celebrated. True, any 
American should be called to task when it’s 
deserved, but what Belew’s essay conveyed was 
downright shameful.

Knowing the type of individuals who are veterans 
and actively serving, they would be gracious in 
accepting an apology from the Belew and the New 
York Times. The real question is whether Belew and 
the New York Times are gracious and honorable 
enough to give one.  Submitted by Bill Albracht

UNDERSTANDING COMBINED V.A. RATINGS 
FOR SERVICE CONNECTED DISABILITIES
“I should have 120%, but the 
Veterans Administration is paying me 
80% - Why ?

Understanding the V.A. Combined 
rating Table can be a very confusing 
thing.  After reading the following, 
I hope you will have a better 
understanding of it.

Say a Veteran claimant has 4 
disabilities rated at 50%, 30%, 20% 
and 20%.  Traditional addition would 
indicate the Veteran has 120% of 
disabilities.  Unfortunately, this is 
not the case under the Combined 
Ratings Table.

For the purpose of explaining the 
method of the Combined Ratings 
table, we must start with the 
assumption of a 100% able Veteran.  
Always starting with the largest rated 
disability, we take that percentage of 
100%.  In the next photo we show 
the graphic of the highest percentage 
of disability, which is 50%.  V.A. 

multiplies 100 by the 50%, which 
leaves the ABLE portion of the 
Veteran as 50%. The next step is 
to MULTIPLY the remaining 50% 
“ABLE” by the next highest service 
connected disability, which – in this 
case – is 30%.  V.A. multiplies the 
remaining 50% “ABLE” by the 30% 
disability, which gives the Veteran 
the percentage of 15%.  Now the 
Veteran is 65% service connected 
disabled, leaving 35% as “ABLE”  
The next step is take the 35% that is 
left as  “ABLE” and multiply the 35 
by the 3rd disability which is 20% 
service connected.  The result of this 
multiplication gives us 7%.  V.A. adds 
that 7% to the 65% disability, which 
gives the Veteran a total of, 72%, 
which is paid at 70% and leaves the 
Veteran only 28% as “ABLE”. 

The final step V.A. takes is to multiply 
the Final ‘ABLE’ number = 28% X the 
final service connected disability of 
20% = 5.6% which is rounded up to 
the nearest whole number = 6% 

V.A. now “gives” the Veteran a final. 
Combined rating of 78%.  V.A. ONLY 
pays in increments of 10, thus the 
78% is rounded off to the nearest 
increment of 10 – or 80% service 
connected disability – TOTAL !
If a percent is less than 5%, the 
number will be rounded down to the 
nearest 10%.  Example: 74% TOTAL 
would be rounded down to 70% and 
paid at the 70% service connected 
disabled rating.  When a percent is 
equal to or greater than 5%, V.A. 
“rounds up” to the nearest 10%.  
Example: 78% service connected 
disabled would “round up” to 80% 
service connection and be paid at 
the 80% rate.

So though it seems that 50%, 30%, 
20% and 20% should add up to 
120%, by using the above “ABLE” 
body method that V.A. utilizes, it 
actually adds up to an 80% service 
connected disability – submitted by 
Bill Albracht
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VVA - ILLINOIS STATE SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION
Front and Back Portions of Application in this issue of Shoulder To Shoulder
Amount of Scholarship = $1,000
Scholarship Eligibility Criteria: The Veteran or the offspring of ANY American Veteran of the U.S. Armed 
Forces as evidenced by a DD-214 or a Discharge Certificate may apply.  The applicant may be a 
GRANDCHILD of a U.S Veteran.
Applicant must plan to attend an accredited two or four year College or University in the United States.  
Recognized trade schools are also acceptable.
The award will be based on the following criteria: Scholastic grade point average, other awards, 
participation in extracurricular activities, outside community work and family financial need.
CHECK LIST OF NECESSARY FORMS – DD-214 – Financial Statement [ income tax forms for most current 
year] – Grade Point Average  [ print out from school ] – Birth Certificate
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 1, 2014
Mail Application to: Bernard J. O’Donnell – 1471 – Baroque Avenue – Volo, Illinois 60073

VVA ILLINOIS STATE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION – Parental Information

1. Full Name [ First, Middle, Last ]

A. Mother  ___________________________________________________________________________________

B. Father  ____________________________________________________________________________________
If Student has Last Name different from the Last name of the Veteran listed on the DD – 214, send proof 
of relationship  [Birth Certificate, Adoption papers, etc.]  A copy of the DD – 214 MUST be attached to the 
application.

2. VETERAN INFORMATION – NAME _____________________________________________________________

HONORABLE DISCHARGE - _____________________________________________________________________

PRISONER OF WAR FROM ____________________ UNTIL  __________________________________________

Financial Statement of parent or legal guardian

One of the primary concerns for granting this scholarship is financial need.  In order for us to establish 
these criteria, we need detailed financial information [ Attach a copy of current federal Income tax Form ]. 
Please keep in mind that this statement will be strictly confidential by the Scholarship Committee.
I / We hereby authorize you to release to the V.V.A. Scholarship Committee any of your assets and / or 
salary verification.

Print Name ___________________________________   Signature  _______________________________________

Print Name  ___________________________________  Signature _______________________________________

APPLICATION – CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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FREEDOM ROCK 
*submitted by Steve Lowther

FREEDOM ROCK is painted every year in support of 
our Veterans. Each year it’s changed and has ashes of 
Veterans mixed into the paint. It’s located 33 miles west 
of Des Moines 1 mile south of 80 on Hwy 25.

FREEDOM ROCK is a huge granite boulder, a magnet 

patriotic theme in 1999 by a local artist - Ray “Bubba” 
Sorensen. Each year since, for Memorial Day, he paints 

another patriotic scene over the entire rock. Tourists and 
Veterans have visited FREEDOM ROCK on a regular 
basis.

past, Ray’s scenes have been unsullied (with a single 
exception in 2001). It is rumored that the vandal then 

discouraging further such experiments.
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Eventually, the loadmaster 
informed the pilot, Major 
Phuong, a South Vietnamese 
instructor pilot, that he could 
not get the rear ramp closed 
due to the number of people 
standing on it. In a moment 
of inspiration, Major Phuong 
slowly taxied forward, and 
then hit the brakes. The 
loadmaster called forward 
again stating he had 
successfully got the doors 
closed.

In all, 452 people were 
on board, including a 
staggering 32 in the cockpit 
alone. Using a conservative 
estimate of 100 pounds per 
person, it translated into an 
overload of at least 10,000 

pounds. Consequently, the 
Herk used every bit of the 
runway and overrun before it 
was able to get airborne.

The target was Thailand, 
which should have been 1:20 

hour and a half, the aircraft 
was over the Gulf of Slam, 
and they were clearly lost. 
Finally, a map was located, 

features, and they were able 
to navigate. They landed 
at Utapao, Thailand after a 

Ground personnel were 
shocked at what “fell out” 
as they opened the doors. It 

would almost certainly have 
resulted in a loss of life. In 
the end, however, all 452 
people made it to freedom 
aboard this historic C-130.

Upon landing, the aircraft 
was reclaimed by the 
United States Air Force and 

National Guard units for the 
next 14 years.
 
On 28 June 1989, it made its 

 Air 
Force Base and placed on 
permanent display. 

Submitted by Chief Master 
Sgt. Dan Johnson

Wilson Junior High School in Moline 
Receives a Donation of The Flag from 
Chapter 299 – photo courtesy of The Moline 
Daily Dispatch / Rock Island Argus
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APPLICATION  – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

V.V.A. ILLINOIS STATE COUCIL SCHOLARSHIP – STUDENT INFORMATION
1. FULL NAME [ FIRST, MIDDLE, LAST ] ___________________________________________________________
_
2. ADDRESS  ___________________________________________________________________________________
_________
CITY  ________________________________   STATE  ______________________ ZIP CODE 
_______________________
PHONE #  _________________________________       D.O.B. _______________ / __________ / 
____________________
CURRENT SCHOOL _____________________________________________________________________________
_______
GRADUATION DATE  _________________  / _________________________
COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY / TRADE SCHOOL YOU’LL BE ATTENDING    __________________________

HAVE YOU BEEN ACCEPTED ?  YES [        ]         NO    [           ]
MY MAJOR COURSE OF STUDY WILL BE: _____________________________________________________

OTHER SCHOLARSHIPS APPLIED FOR AND ACCEPTED ________________________________________

PLEASE EXPLAIN IN YOUR OWN WORDS WHY YOU ARE DESERVING OF THIS SCHOLARSHIP

_______________________________________________________ __________________________
_____________________________ ____________________________________________________
___ _______________________________________________________ _______________________
_______________________________ __________________________________________________

AVVA MEMBERSHIPS –  
BE ADVISED
AVVA Membership applications and 
payments must be sent to:  

Monument Bank – AVVA Lockbox – 8602 
Colesville Road – Silver Spring, Maryland  
[MD] 20910 – ANY AVVA MEMBERSHIPS 
SENT TO THE OLD AVVA ADDRESS IN 
BALTIMORE WILL BE RETURNED AND 
MARKED “REFUSED” 

– Submitted by Larry Tschappat
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61204-6076

VIETNAM VETERANS of AMERICA Chapter 299 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

Membership open to U.S. armed forces Veterans who served on active duty (other than training purpose) in 
Vietnam 
between February 28.1961 and May 7, 1975, or any other duty location between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975.
ATTENTION: All new members must submit a copy of your DD Form-214 along with this application and dues 
payment. 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________________ State: _________________ ZIP: ___________________ 
Home Phone: ________________________Cell Phone________________________ Work Phone___________________
e-mail: _______________________________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: _____________________________ Gender: Male / Female
Optional : SPONSOR________________________________________ VVA Membership Number___________________
I am already a VVA member and would like to become a life member. My current VVA Member number is: ___________ 

Type of Membership: (Please circle one)

 ___Individual Member – 1 year: $20 (One year Membership Special $10.00)(Chapter 299 only), Individual Member – 3 years: $50, Life 
Member – Ages 56-60: $200, Ages 61-65: $175, Ages 66-71: $150., Ages 72+: $100, Life Member Time Payment Plan - $50 
down, $25/month (until age bracket is paid in full) * (Please make checks payable to “VVA”)
Associate Membership available to anyone not covered by the requirements for VVA membership. This includes family, 
members, friends, and Veterans not eligible for VVA Membership.

If there are any questions please call (309) 788-2729 (Membership Chairman) or (309) 788-VETS (8387)(Leave message)
Chapter 299 meets the third Tuesday of each month (except December) at 7:00 pm at the R. I. Arsenal Cafeteria. 
VISITORS WELCOME! COME CHECK US OUT BEFORE YOU JOIN! Return your completed application with payment and a copy of your DD Form-214 to:

“VVA” Chapter 299 * P O Box 6076 * Rock Island, IL. 61201-6076


